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Honolulu, HAWAII (FSM Office of 
SBOC): September 2, 2009 - Representa-
tives of the Federated States of Micronesia 
and the United States convened in Honolulu, 
Hawaii on Tuesday, September 1, 2009 for 
the sixth regular meeting of the Joint Eco-
nomic Management Committee (JEMCO). 
   During an opening statement, Acting As-
sistant Secretary for Insular Areas and 
Chairman of the JEMCO, US Department of 
Interior-Office of Insular Affairs’ Acting 
Assistant Secretary Nikolao I. Pula, wel-
comed the Committee’s newest member, 
FSM Secretary of Foreign Affairs Lorin S. 
Robert, who joins Ms. Evelyn Adolph as the 
FSM’s second JEMCO member. Chairman 
Pula emphasized the importance of strength-
ening the US/FSM partnership and continu-
ing to promote an atmosphere to hold re-
spectful yet frank discussions of how Com-
pact assistance can help the FSM reach its 
goals in education, health and other priority 
areas.  
  “Of course, we must work within the pa-
rameters of what’s been negotiated and en-
acted into law, but I assure you that we will 
continue to do our best to help JEMCO ful-
fill its mandate in positive ways,” he stated.    

   Chairman Pula went on to mention the 
progress that has been made since the begin-
ning of the Amended Compact, commend-
ing the FSM for its timely submission of the 
budget and, for the first time, utilizing uni-
form project-based proposals in the three 
smaller grant sectors.   As Vice Chairman of 
the Committee and Head of the FSM Dele-

gation, Secretary Robert noted that the work 
leading up to this year’s meeting established 
a strong precedent for improved future 
budget deliberations. He also indicated that 
although infrastructure remains a challenge, 
the FSM is beginning to see the sector 
grants finally take shape with more projects 
in the design  
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PALIKIR, POHNPEI.  September 1, 
2009 – Senator Fredrico O. Primo, Repre-
sentative of the State of Pohnpei’s Elec-
tion District Three, has been selected to 
be the new Vice Speaker of the Sixteenth 
Congress of the Federated States of Mi-
cronesia. 
   The selection came during this morn-
ing’s Special Order of Business during 
which Floor Leader Joe N. Suka nomi-
nated Senator Primo and members agreed 
by acclimation.  Senator Primo becomes 
the Seventh Senator seated for the Vice 

Speakership of the FSM Congress.  
   The first Vice Speaker of the FSM Con-
gress was Joab N. Sigrah serving the First 
thru Fourth Congress (1979 – 1987); Elias 
Thomas was for the Fifth FSM Congress 
(1987 – 1989); Claude H. Phillip during 
the Fifth Congress (1989 – 1991); Dohsis 
Halbert for the Seventh and Eighth Con-
gress (1991 – 1995); Claude H. Phillip 
reclaimed the Vice Speakership from 
Ninth thru Fourteenth Congress (1995 – 
2007); and finally, Resio S. Moses served 
as Vice Speaker of the Fifteenth Congress 

(2007 – 2009) and re-seated for the same 
during the reorganization of the Sixteenth 
Congress on May 11 2009, but passed 
away a month later.  
   Senator Primo accepted the Vice Speak-
ership and the members for entrusting him 
with the important role.  The new Vice 
Speaker assured the members that he 
would try his utmost best to uphold the 
principles of righteousness, integrity and 
justice in carrying out his responsibilities 
to the people and 
the nation. 
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Lawmakers Conference Continues... 

A presentation on Foreign Investments 
and Regulations by the National De-
partment of Resources    and Develop-
ment wrapped up Day Two of the MLC 
2009, with the law makers noting the 
need for relevant authorities at the na-
tional government to work with the 
states on issues relating to foreign in-
vestment laws and regulations and the 
matter has become part of the official 
communiqué.   
   The final presentation of the confer-
ence was by Jason D. Aubuchon and 
Kevin O’Keefe, representatives from 
the USDA Graduate School, who pre-

sented an overview of the nation’s 
Trust Fund along with a summary eco-
nomic review of the national and state 
governments.   
   A lengthy discussion followed their 
presentation and at the end the lawmak-
ers expressed their sincere appreciation 
for an insightful presentation. 
   The Conference concluded on the 
afternoon of Wednesday – September 
9th with the endorsement of the two 
resolutions spelling out the consensus 
of the nation’s lawmakers and recom-
mendations for a summary of the 2009 
MLC in the form of a communiqué. 
  ~***~ 

Continued on Page 3 

Table 1. FSM Total Count of Influenza Like Illness (ILI) and Confirmed 
H1N1 
STATE ILI  Confirmed H1N1 
Chuuk 61 1 
Pohnpei 97 13 
Kosrae 12 0 
Yap 100 4 
FSM Total 270 18 
As of September 9, 2009  

As a follow up to the article we sent out 
last month on how FSM citizens can regis-
ter to vote and use Voter ID cards, the in-
formation contained in this release explains 
more on this subject.  
    First, applications for Voter ID Cards 
can be obtained at the following places: 
(1.) FSM Election Offices (2.) FSM Em-
bassies (3.) FSM Consulate Offices (4.) 
ned@mail.fm (5.) Requests faxed to (691) 
320-7534 will be faxed back 
   Not everyone needs to go in person to get 
an application.  Anyone (preferably FSM 
voters) can hand carry Voter ID applica-
tions to his/her relatives or people he/she 
knows to be FSM voters. However, an 
application for a FSM Voter ID Card must 
be submitted by the applicant in person at 
either a National Election Office or a mo-
bile registration location (FSM Consulate 
Office).  There is no fee for getting your 
first Voter ID Card.  If a voter has lost his/
her Voter ID Card, he/she must report im-
mediately to the FSM Election Office and 
inform them of this incident. Then he/she 
will be required to pay an amount of $ 2.50 
to the FSM Treasury for a replacement 
Voter ID Card. 
    The benefits of having a Voter ID Card 
are many.  First, it is a reliable and effec-
tive form of FSM identification.  A Voter 
ID Card includes several identifying fea-
tures such as photo, full name, date of birth, 
gender, signature and other identifying 
information that provide greater assurance 
that the voter is who he/she claims to be.  It 
can also be used to establish legal residency 

as a requirement for other agencies.  
   Second, it serves as acknowledgement 
that a voter is duly registered regardless if 
unlisted on a voter registration list due to 
error.  It can be marked when the voter has 
obtained a ballot, preventing multiple vot-
ing, and facilitates voting in areas where a 
voter may not be known personally.  
   The Voter ID Card permits a voter to cast 
a ballot at any “voting-at-another-polling-
place” (VAAPP) designated for his or her 
Congressional Election District without 
having to submit absentee voting request 
forms, and it also permits a voter to cast a 

ballot at any “Special-Polling-Place” (SPP) 
designated outside FSM for his or her Con-
gressional Election District without submit-
ting a written absentee request.All FSM 
voters can utilize these Voter ID Cards. If 
you are an FSM citizen holding an FSM 
passport, yet are not a FSM registered 
voter, the FSM Election Office will not 
process your request for an FSM Voter ID 
Card, unless you are a registered voter.  
Also, as a reminder, a voter that has been 
issued a Voter ID Card must vote with the 
card.  

~***~ 

The Chairman of the FSM H1N1 National Taskforce, Mr. Marcus Samo, has up-
dated President Mori on the status of the H1N1 Influenza A virus in the FSM.  The 
Chairman stated, “As of September 9, 2009, there were 270 counts of influenza like 
illnesses and out of these, 18 have been confirmed H1N1 or Swine Flu.  All 18 cases 
have recovered without taking the antiviral for H1N1.. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Chairman also stated that based on information he has received from the states, 
public education and mitigation efforts are ongoing and the taskforce will continue to 
provide updates as more information becomes available. 
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Benefits for FSM Citizens to have Voter ID Cards for Voting in Elections 

Continued on Page 4 

Continued from Page 2 
stage than there were a year ago.   
   Outcomes of the meeting included a total 
of ten unanimous resolutions addressing 
issues ranging from sector allocations  
to better aligned and necessary improve-
ments in the education sector and Infra-
structure Maintenance Fund. Of major 
significance to all four states of the FSM 
was the passing of a resolution identifying 
the extra attention needed in the area of 
utilities.  
    For more information, please contact the 
Division of Compact Management at the 
Office of Statistics, Budget and Economic 
Management, Overseas Development As-
sistance & Compact Management (SBOC).   
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The JEMCO board members are FSM Secretary of Foreign Affairs Lorin S. Robert, Dr. 
Nadine Gracia of Health and Human Services, Ms. Evelynn Adolph, Director Alcy Frelick 
of the State Department Office of Australia, New Zealand and Pacific Island Affairs, and 
Acting Asst. Secretary for Insular Areas and Chairman  of the JEMCO, Nikolao I. Pula. 
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FSM Celebrates 20 Years of Diplomatic Relations with China 
On September 11th, 2009, FSM President 
Emanuel Mori sent a letter of greetings 
and congratulations to President Hu Jintao 
of the People’s Republic of China to mark 
the historic event of 20 years of diplo-
matic relations for the two countries.  In 
his letter, President Mori stated that, “We 
have come a long way in a short time to 
realize true friendship based on a solid 
foundation of shared interests and values” 
and that “our relationship has matured 
considerably during these years, thanks to 
the diligent and committed work demon-
strated through joint efforts by our two 
peoples in forging a model relationship 
that we can both be proud of.” 
   This 20 year anniversary is being cele-
brated jointly by the FSM and China.  In 
FSM, the Chinese Embassy in conjunc-
tion with the FSM Department of Foreign 
Affairs, held a dinner reception to cele-
brate the event on the night of September 
15th at the Cliff Hotel in Kolonia, 
Pohnpei.  The reception was attended by 
President Mori, Vice President Alik, 
Speaker Figir, and members of the 16th 
FSM Congress and the President’s Cabi-

net.  Also in attendance was Pohnpei 
Governor John Ehsa, Pohnpei Legislature 
Speaker Nelson Phelep, members of 
Pohnpei State legislature and executive 
branch, members of the diplomatic com-

munity, including co-host Ambassador 
Zhang Weidong and his wife, and former 
FSM President John Haglelgam, who was 
President of the FSM in 1989 when diplo-
matic relations  

 were officially establish between the 
FSM and China. 
   The event featured excerpts of a letter 
from Chinese President Hu Jintao to 
President Mori, commemorating the 20 
year anniversary.  President Hu Jintao 
stated that “the establishment of the diplo-
matic relations opened a new page for the 
two countries relations, and since then, 
with our joint efforts, we have maintained 
a good momentum of the bilateral rela-
tions development.  Exchanges at the top 
and other levels have been frequent, com-
munication and cooperation in various 
fields have been expanded and mutual 
understanding and friendship have been 
increased.”  President Hu Jintao also said 
that “the friendly and reciprocal coopera-
tion between the two countries has not 
only delivered real benefits to our two 
peoples, but also promoted stability and 
prosperity in the Pacific island region.” 
    Chinese Ambassador Zhang Weidong 
gave remarks at the reception that focused 
on the progress that the past twenty years 
have seen between the two countries.  He 
described these years as a “scoring pe-
riod” and said that “we indeed have 
scored a lot”.  His speech highlighted the 

expansion of economic cooperation and 
explained that the total volume of trade 
between China and the FSM has increased 
from “almost zero to $9.5 million in 2007.  
The Ambassador listed many of the pro-
jects that FSM has benefited from, namely 
the FSM-China Friendship Sports Center 
at the COM-FSM Palikir campus, the 
Pohnpei State Administration Building, 
the Pilot farm in Pohnpei, the high school 
building in Kosrae, the Pilot Biogas Pro-
ject in Chuuk and Pohnpei, and the cargo-
passenger vessel project in Yap.  The 
Ambassador stated that the accomplish-
ments during the past two decades “shall 
be attributed to the wise leadership of the 
two countries, to the hard work of both 
government and congress officials from 
all levels and also to the strong support of 
the two peoples from different walks of 
life.” 
    Speaking on behalf of the FSM Gov-
ernment, Secretary of Foreign Affairs, 
Lorin Robert, talked about how far the 
two countries have come in a relatively 
short amount of time.  He said that “FSM-
China relation is strong and has achieved 
a  degree of maturity that we can both be 
proud of” and that it is “a relationship 
underpinned by shared interests, aspira-

tions and principles such as the One-
China Policy.”  Secretary Robert also 
acknowledged the leaders present that 
pioneered and worked hard to make this 
relationship what it is today.  He specifi-
cally named former President John 
Haglelgam, Andon Amaraich as former 
Secretary and architect of our relation, 
Asterio Takesy, Isaac Figir, a long time 
Chairman of the External Affairs Com-
mittee, and many other state and national 
leaders.”  Secretary Robert also pointed 
out that the FSM-China relations is at an 
important juncture in its twenty-year his-
tory and spoke of facing challenges such 
as climate change, nuclear proliferation 
and terrorism.  He stated that, “these chal-
lenges require common resolve, concerted 
actions, and dedicated vigilance to defeat 
them and to turn them into opportunities” 
and said “this is why FSM is proud to 
have friends like China- to enable us to 
face these challenges head on.” 
    After the speeches, the evening also 
held a buffet dinner, traditional Pohnpeian 
dancing and a display of traditional Chi-
nese kung-fu, martial arts skills.  A photo 
album of the evening can be viewed by 
vis i t ing the PIO websi te at 
www.fsmpio.fm. 

Continued from Page 1 

FSM Celebrates 20 Years of Diplomatic Relations with China 

Vice Speaker Primo is currently 
Chairman of the Pohnpei Dele-
gation with concurrent Vice 
Chairmanships for the Congres-
sional Committee of Judiciary 
and Governmental Operation 
and on the Committee on Health 
and Social Affairs.    
    Primo was an aspiring 1975 
alumni of the prestigious Xavier 
High School, his educational 
quest was however cut short by 
family obligations.  Undeterred, 
he sought to expand his educa-
tional background through ex-
perience. Fresh out of high school, he 
applied for and was accepted for the 
position of Ponape Weather Station 
Technician. Committed to educational 
enhancement, Primo aggressively pur-
sued trainings in electronics and engi-

neer to further his 
background.   
    His untiring efforts 
were well noticed and 
he was immediately 
hired by the then ma-
jor electronics and 
engineering establish-
ment in the Federated 
States of Micronesia, 
FSM Telecommunica-
tions Corporation.  
Primo started as a 
technician/engineer 
for the FSM Telecom 
and continued up-

wards until he became the head of the 
Marketing Management Division.  He 
held this position until he ran for and 
was elected to the Pohnpei State Legis-
lature in 2000.  Primo’s political life 
however began earlier.  

    At the formative stages of the nation 
in 1978, at the young age of 24, Primo 
was elected to the Council of the then 
Uh Municipal Government and main-
tained his seat until 1984. He took a 
political hiatus until 2000 when he ran 
for and was elected to the Pohnpei State 
Legislature.  At the state legislature 
Primo served as Chairman for the legis-
lative committee on Public Works and 
Transportation with membership on 
various committees from Judiciary and 
Governmental Operations to Finance to 
Health. He successfully maintained his 
seat at the State Legislature until 2007 
when he took a step further to run for 
the national Legislature.  
    On May 11 2007, Primo was seated 
as a member of the 15th FSM Congress.  
    Primo is married to former Rita Artui 
and they have six children. 

Continued from Page 1 

New Vice Speaker of the 
16th FSM Congress, 
Congressman Fred 

Primo, of the 3rd Dis-
trict  in Pohnpei State 
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Lawmakers Conference Adopts Social Security & Compact Office Resolutions 
PALIKIR, POHNPEI.  September 15, 
2009 – The leadership and representatives 
of the four state legislative bodies and the 
Congress of the Federated States of Micro-
nesia met in Palikir for the Micronesian 
Legislative Conference from September 7 – 
9 and concluded with the adoption of two 
resolutions and a communiqué. 
   The first resolution (MLC R.09-02) 
called upon the United States to establish 
an office of the Department of Interior in 
the Federated States of Micronesia to deal 
specifically with implementations of the 
amended Compact of Free Association with 
the U.S.    
   The second resolution (MLC R.09-03) 
called for a one year delay to the imple-
mentation of certain provisions of Public 
Law 15-73, the amendment to the Social 
Security Act. The provisions relate to the 
increase in contributions and to the retire-
ment age of 60. 
   While the MLC resolutions targeted spe-
cific issues, the Communiqué provided an 
overview of the MLC agenda and the ensu-
ing views of the lawmakers.   
    The conference started on the morning of 

Monday - September 7 2009, with the 
opening formalities that included state-
ments from each respective state legislature 
and the election of Vice Speaker Berney 
Martin of Pohnpei State Legislature as the 
Chairman for the 2009 MLC.   
   On Day One of the conference the FSM 
representatives on the Joint Economic 
Management Compact Committee 
(JEMCO) briefed the legislators on the 
committee’s recently concluded meeting in 
Honolulu.  Secretary of Foreign Affairs 
Lorin S. Robert provided an overview of 
their meeting and discussed in length, the 
10 adopted resolutions that are national in 
nature as well as state specific. These reso-
lutions addressed a broad range of issues 
from Infrastructure Maintenance Fund to 
Public Utilities and Foreign Investments to 
those areas of ongoing discussions – educa-
tion and sector grants.  
   Aside from the opening formalities, 
which included the presence of President 
Emanuel Mori, the JEMCO briefing and its 
subsequent discussions made up the re-
mainder of Day One of the 2009 MLC.   

    Day Two opened with a general discus-
sion on Temporary Special Measure in 
relation to the proposed legislation to re-
serve seats for women in the FSM Con-
gress, with presentations from Ms. Lu-
luleen Santos and Mr. Jonathan John, the 
UNIFEM Team on Pohnpei, along with 
a regional perspective offered by Ms. Ethel 
Sigimanu of the Solomon Islands Govern-
ment on balancing gender representation in 
political bodies.   
   Another item of discussion on Day Two 
was the amendments to the Social Security 
Act which recently became law.  The law 
makers had a healthy exchange after the 
presentation by the Social Security Admini-
stration and resolved to enforce the law on 
the indicated dates, but delay the imple-
mentation of certain provisions of concern 
to the states. 
   The 5-year Compact Review was another 
issue of major interest to the lawmakers 
with presentations by Director and repre-
sentatives from the Office of SBOC along 
with a perspective offered by Dr. Wali M. 
Osman of the US Office of Insular Affairs.      
     Continued on Page 4 
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FSM Secretary of Foreign Affairs Lorin S. Robert and President Manny Mori  
pose for this photo with Chinese Ambassador Zhang Weidong and his wife at 

the Cliff Hotel Restaurant during the 20th Anniversary celebration. 


