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In addition to Public Law No. 16-7 that 
established the FY2010 budget for the 
FSM National Government, Vice Presi-
dent Alik signed three other Congres-
sional Acts into Public Laws for Presi-
dent Mori during the Second Regular 
Session of the 16th FSM Congress. 
   Congressional Act No. 16-7 became 
Public Law No. 16-8 which amended 
Public Law No. 14-84, as amended, to 
change the use, allottee and lapse date of 
certain funds previously appropriated 
from the General Fund of the Federated 
States of Micronesia to fund public pro-
jects and social programs in Yap State.  
For a detailed list of the projects funded 
under this law, please click on the fol-
lowing link from the FSM Congress 
website: http://www.fsmcongress.fm/
pdf%20documents/16th%20Congress/

Public%20Laws/Public%20Law%2016-
8.pdf 
     Secondly, Congressional Act No. 16-
8 became Public Law No. 16-9.  The Act 
amends Section 11 of Public Law No. 15
-55, as amended, to allow a one-time 
reprogramming of up to $60,000 from 
the personnel line item of the Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs to meet the rent 
and other costs of the Tokyo Mission 
Office associated with the fluctuating 
yen exchange rate. 
     And finally, Congressional Act No. 
16-11 became Public Law No. 16-10 
which amended portions of the previ-
ously passed Public Law 15-73 on Social 
Security.  This law effectively delays the 
implementation of reducing the Social 
Security retirement benefits received by 
individuals between the ages of 60 and 

64 by 50% for one year and the imple-
mentation of the Social Security tax in-
crease, from 6% to 7%, for one year, 
until October 1, 2010.  It also clarifies 
some language.  The transmittal letter to 
Congress expresses that the passage of 
this act provides substantial relief to the 
FSM public who are facing the adverse 
impacts of the global financial crisis and 
requests further joint and coordinated 
efforts from both branches of govern-
ment in order to find a more enduring 
solution to the challenges facing the na-
tion’s Social Security Program.  For 
specific details of the law, please visit 
the FSM Congress website at http://
w w w . f s m c o n g r e s s . f m /
public_laws_sixteenth_fsm_congre.htm 
and click on the link for Public Law No. 
16-10. 

Today, World Food Day (WFD) was 
celebrated throughout the Federated 

States of Micronesia and President 
Manny Mori gave the keynote address 
at Pohnpei State’s WFD event held at 
the Pohnpei State Agriculture Depart-
ment in Kolonia.  The formal program 
began at 10:00 AM and was held in 
front of a crowd of more than a hundred 
people with the theme of “Achieving 
Food Security in Times of Crisis”.   
Present were farmers, fishermen, stu-
dents, people from the state and na-
tional government, the diplomatic 
corps, and people from the communities 
of Pohnpei. Welcoming remarks were 
given by Pohnpei State Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Churchill Edwards followed by 
remarks and an introduction of Presi-
dent Mori by the Administrator of the 
Office of Economic Affairs of Pohnpei 
State, Mr. Valerio Hallens. 
     President Mori’s remarks began by 

talking about the fragility of the FSM’s 
food security as has been witnessed in 
the past three years due to some natural 
disasters.  He spoke of the high prices 
of imported food and the negative im-
pact that these unhealthy, imported 
foods are having on the health of the 
people of the FSM.  The President said 
that Pohnpei, although blessed with 
fertile soil and an abundance of local 
farm produce, still imports $17 million 
worth of food items each year and over 
95% of these are processed foods.  In 
particular, he pointed to statistics from 
the latest Household Income and Ex-
penditure Survey that revealed that even 
the lowest expenditure households rely 
more on purchased items than subsis-
tence production as compared to other 
FSM states. 

President Mori Gives Keynote Address at Pohnpei State’s 
World Food Day Event  

Secretariat of the Pacific Community 
(SPC), Nuku’alofa, Tonga, 6 October 
2009 - The 39th meeting of SPC’s Com-
mittee of Representatives of Govern-
ments and Administrations (CRGA) 
opened today in Nuku’alofa, Tonga and 
Vice President Alik is heading the FSM 
delegation to the meeting.  Also in atten-
dance is Pohnpei State Governor John 
Ehsa.  
    Delegates representing the 26 member 
countries and territories of the Secretariat 
of the Pacific Community (SPC) ob-
served a minute of silence in memory of 
the victims of the recent earthquake and 

tsunami affecting American Samoa, Sa-
moa and Tonga, and other recent trage-
dies. 
     “Our hearts go out to the people of 
American Samoa, Samoa and Tonga,” 
said SPC Director-General Dr Jimmie 
Rodgers. 
    In his report to the meeting, Dr Rod-
gers highlighted changes to regional or-
ganizations in the Pacific to come into 
effect in January 2010. CRGA is ex-
pected to consider detailed implementa-
tion arrangements under the new Re-
gional Institutional Framework (RIF). 
    Under the changes, from January 2010, 

SPC will become the lead coordinating 
agency for the regional energy sector, 
absorbing the energy program of the Pa-
cific Islands Applied Geoscience Com-
mission (SOPAC) into a new Economic 
Development Division of SPC including 
transport, infrastructure and communica-
tion.  
    SOPAC’s core work program will be-
come the SOPAC Science and Technol-
ogy Division of SPC based in Suva. The 
South Pacific Board for Educational As-
sessment (SPBEA) will also be merged 
with SPC.  

Vice President Alik Attends SPC Meeting in Tonga 

Three More Public Laws Made 

See “SPC Meeting in Tonga” on Page 4 

Previously, it was reported that the 
FSM Congress had approved several 
nominations that President Mori sent up 
during the Second Regular Session of 
Congress.  (See press release 0909-28)  
At the conclusion of their Session, Con-
gress had approved a total of 7 of the 13 
nominations.  They did not take action 
on three nominations, and three of them 
were declined, although later Congress 
made three separate resolutions to au-
thorize the President to resubmit these. 
    The nominations that were confirmed 
were for Mr. Aren Palik to be a member 
of the Joint Trust Fund Committee, Mr. 

Stan Kensof to be the Deputy Chief of 
Mission to Fiji, and Mr. Ignatius 
Manglay to be a member of the Micare 
Board as the representative from Yap 
State. 
    The nominations for Mr. Fabian Ni-
mea to be a member of the Joint Trust 
Fund Committee, Mr. Akilino Susaia to 
serve as the FSM Ambassador to the 
People’s Republic of China, and Mr. 
Resty Shotaro to be the National Gov-
ernment representative to the Telecom 
Board, all failed to garner the required 
votes to pass.  President Mori now has 
the option to resubmit these names back 

to Congress. 
    The three nominations that did not 
see action were for Mr. Joseph Habuch-
mai to serve on the FSM Banking and 
Insurance Commission Board, Mr. Wil-
liam Hawley to be re-nominated as the 
National Government representative to 
the Petro Corp Board, and Mr. Chur-
chill Edwards to become a member of 
the Board of Regents of the College of 
Micronesia-FSM. 
   The next chance for these nomina-
tions to see attention would be the next 
upcoming Session of Congress. 

Final Results of Presidential Nominations Submitted to Congress  

President Mori addresses the crowd at 
Pohnpei State’s World Food Day Event 

See “World Food Day Event” on Page 3 

Dr Rodgers said these changes would 
increase SPC’s current staff from 400 
to 520-540 staff in six divisions. 
   How SPC manages this growth over 
the next two years is critical. But I as-
sure members that we will implement 
the changes carefully, with a focus on 
ensuring technical assistance services 
continue to be delivered effectively to 
our members,” he said. 
    A crucial discussion for the meeting 
will be how SPC secures sustainable, 
longer-term funding to support these 

changes. The global economic crisis 
had reduced SPC’s operating budget in 
2009 with consequent curtailing of 
some services. However, the crisis had 
also brought out the best in the organi-
sation, he said, with management and 
staff foregoing an increase in remu-
neration approved for implementation 
in 2009. 
   Dr Rodgers said one of the highlights 
for SPC in 2009 was the appointment 
of Deputy Director-General Fekita-
moeloa ‘Utoikamanu, former head of 
Tonga’s foreign affairs department and 

subsequently diplomatic representative 
in New York.  
   Other highlights included the estab-
lishment of a new shipping service for 
remote small island states and the sign-
ing of five joint country strategies. An-
other joint country strategy was to be 
signed before the end of the year.  
   The meeting will continue till Friday, 
9 October and will be followed next 
week by the 6th Conference of the Pa-
cific Community, 12-13 October. 
 
  ~***~ 

SPC Meeting in Tonga 
Cont’d from page 1 
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The extension of the “Amended Treaty 
Among the Governments of the Repub-
lic of the Marshall Islands, the Feder-
ated States of Micronesia, and the Re-
public of Palau Regarding the College 
of Micronesia” has been approved and 
signed by the FSM Executive Branch.  
The treaty was scheduled to expire on 
September 30th, 2009, but with the reso-
lution signed by Vice President Alik on 
behalf of President Mori, the Treaty will 
be extended for another two years. 
    This treaty allows the three countries 
to share a $3 million U.S. land grant 
which goes to the Palau Community 
College, the College of the Marshall 
Islands, and the College of Micronesia-
FSM in partnership with the College of 
Micronesia.   
    The Amended Treaty has been ex-

tended several times and the current 
treaty will end on September 30, 2011.  
This Treaty anticipated and planned for 
a day when each college component of 
the College of Micronesia would obtain 
separate status as a Land Grant College, 
pursuant to Title 7 of the United States 
Code, but separate Land Grant College 
status has not yet been attained. 
    The resolution explains that during 
the 11th Micronesian Presidential Sum-
mit that was held in Majuro in July of 
2009, the three Presidents agreed to 
renew, subject to the approval of their 
governments, the Amended Treaty for 
two years, as requested by the Board of 
Regents of the College of Micronesia.  
    Because the extension does not affect 
any other terms of the Amended Treaty, 
the President, or the Secretary of For-

eign Affairs, under Section 504 of Title 
10 of the Code of the Federated States 
of Micronesia, is allowed to conclude 
certain international agreements without 
ratification of the FSM Congress, as 
long as the agreements do not involve a 
delegation of a major power of govern-
ment of the FSM to another government 
and do not involve major financial obli-
gations requiring further appropriation.  
Therefore, the Presidential resolution 
was used to extend the treaty. 
    Currently, Micronesia Land Grant 
Programs are offered in Palau, the Mar-
shall Islands, and all four FSM states by 
and thru the three national colleges in 
the categories of Extension, Research, 
and Residential Instruction/Education. 

President Mori Visited FSM Citizens on Maui and Hilo  

FSM Extends Treaty Regarding the College of Micronesia 

Honolulu (FSM Consulate, State of 
Hawaii) September 30, 2009. His Excel-
lency, President Emanuel Mori visited the 
islands of Maui and the Big Island of 
Hawaii on September 29 to October 1, 
2009, to meet with FSM citizens living in 
these communities. Secretary of Foreign 
Affairs Lorin Robert, Consul General 
Akillino H. Susaia, and Mr. David Wol-
phagen, Deputy Chief of the FSM Immi-
gration accompanied President Mori on 
his visits to Maui and Hilo.  
     In Kahului, Maui, President Mori dis-
cussed with the citizens the current devel-
opments in the FSM National Govern-
ment and also briefed them on his state-
ment presented to the UN General As-
sembly as well as the side meetings he 
had with the U.S. Secretary of State, 
Hillary Rodham Clinton and the leaders 
of the American Jewish Organization in 
New York. 
     During the question and answer ses-
sion, the citizens raised their concern 
about the proposed scaling back of the 
Hawaii Med Quest insurance program 
which will affect most of the FSM citi-
zens living in Hawaii. President Mori re-
assured the citizens that his administra-
tion is working cooperatively with the 
State of Hawaii Congressional Delegation 
to find a long-term solution to this prob-

lem. President Mori informed the citizens 
that there is a proposed amendment pend-
ing in the United States Congress, spon-
sored by Hawaii Congressman Neil Aber-
crombie, which will provide FAS citizens 
eligibility for Medicaid and other feder-
ally funded social services programs.  
The FSM Embassy in Washington D.C. is 
working hard to ensure the passage of 
this amendment which could be included 
in the overall health reform bill awaiting 
approval by the U.S. Congress. 
     In Hilo, Hawaii, President Mori and 
his delegation met with citizens at the 
University of Hawaii, Hilo Campus. Most 
of the citizens attending this meeting 
were students. Understandably, one of the 
main issues discussed was the timely 
processing and awarding of scholarships 
to eligible students. President Mori ex-
plained to the students that the FSM Na-
tional Government is providing scholar-
ships to mostly graduate students with the 
exception of those students who are en-
rolled in the field of aviation. This is a 
requirement of the law establishing the 
scholarship program of the FSM National 
Government. 
    Generally, the other concerns raised 
were similar to the ones raised by the 
citizens living in Maui, which were 
mostly related to the proposed changes to 

the Hawaii Med Quest insurance program 
and the need to improve the processing 
and issuance of passports to citizens liv-
ing abroad. Again, President Mori as-
sured the citizens that their concerns were 
noted and that his administration is com-
mitted to implementing the new passport 
program within the next few months. As 
for the medical insurance issue, President 
Mori wanted the citizens to know that it 
will cost a lot of money to continue pro-
viding services to those citizens receiving 
hemodialysis and chemotherapy treat-
ments in hospitals within the State of 
Hawaii. No matter what the cost maybe, 
he is fully committed to finding a long-
term solution which will benefit them, 
and also be acceptable to Hawaii State 
and the FSM Government. 
    President Mori concluded his short 
visit to Hawaii by meeting with the Con-
sulate Counselor Group at the East West 
Center. The group is comprised of 
prominent Hawaii residents who had 
once lived and worked in the FSM in the 
past. The purpose of this group is to as-
sist in the citizens outreach program by 
serving as counselors to the Hawaii busi-
ness community, the Hawaii State Gov-
ernment and the City and County of 
Honolulu.  

As previously reported in Press Release 
#0809-01 entitled “President Mori’s Ad-
dress at Tällberg Catches European Com-
mission’s Attention”, President Mori has 
received an invitation to go back to Sweden 
and talk on climate change issues from the 
President of the European Commission, 
Jose Manuel Barroso, and the Prime Minis-
ter of Sweden, Fredrik Reinfeldt.   
    President Mori has been invited to take 
part in the fourth edition of the European 
Development Days to be held in Stockholm 
on October 22-24, 2009.  This is an annual 
policy forum and is Europe’s platform for 
discussion and exchange of ideas with part-
ner countries, global civil society and the 
development community.  It is expected to 
have over 4,000 participants from over 125 
countries and focus on the issues of devel-
oping countries in three major categories of 
citizenship and development, democracy 
and development and climate change. 

    In the invitation, President Barroso states 
that, “The world’s climate looks set to con-
tinue changing at rates unprecedented in 
human history.  We know that the poorest 
people and countries are the most likely to 
be hit the hardest by rising sea levels, deser-
tification and natural disasters, yet they are 
often least responsible for the causes.”  He 
also states that, “we must also adapt to cli-
mate change and support the poorest people 
and countries in their efforts to do so.” 
     He specifically asked for President Mori 
to be part of an intervention in the special 
plenary session on Climate Change during 
the meeting in Stockholm, which is only a 
few weeks before the 15th United Nations 
Conference on Climate Change (UNCCC) 
in Copenhagen, Denmark.  Because of the 
importance of this issue on climate change, 
and the fact that the European Commission 
will be paying for his trip to Sweden, Presi-
dent Mori has accepted this invitation.  He 

will be joining a list of distinguished speak-
ers including President Blaise Compaore of 
Burkina Faso, Kenyan Prime Minister Raila 
Odinaga, Sheikh Hasina Wajed, Prime Min-
ister of Bangladesh, Michèle Duvivier Pi-
erre-Louis, Prime Minister of Haiti, EC 
Vice-President, Margot Wallström, Nobel 
Peace Prize winner Wangari Muta Maathai, 
Nobel Prize winner Mario Molina, and 
Jeremy Hobbs, Director of Oxfam Interna-
tional.  
    The President will be travelling with 
FSM Secretary of Foreign Affairs Lorin S. 
Robert, and they will be accompanied by 
Mr. Jeem Lippwe of the UN Mission in 
New York and Mr. Larry Goddard as tech-
nical staff.  Beyond speaking about the 
issue and impact of climate change in Mi-
cronesia, President Mori hopes to further 
develop FSM relations with the European 
Commission and explore FSM representa-
tion in Europe. 

President Mori Accepts Invitation to Join European Development Days 

President Mori stated that at the national 
level, the total import of food about $40 
million, accounting for 30% of our total 
imports.  While, on the other hand, the 
nation is exporting only $5 million worth 
of goods, and Pohnpei is exporting a total 
of about $500,000, primarily comprised of 
kava and betel nut. 
     The President encouraged people to 
plant local crops not only for local con-
sumption but also for export.  He spoke of 
the national government’s direction to try 

and tackle the transportation problem of 
exporting food and remove trade barriers 
to open up markets for exporting local 
produce to Guam and Hawaii, and assured 
the public that this work is in process. The 
President also highlighted the need for 
sustainable farming practices to help the 
environment and counteract climate 
change impacts. 
     The President concluded by saying 
there is a need for local restaurants to serve 
more local food on their menus and for 
parents to feed their children local food so 
they grow up knowing and liking the bene-
fits that local food gives. “Let’s go local” 
was his closing statement to the crowd. 

     The President’s address was followed 
by the introduction and presentation of the 
essay contest that the State Department of 
Education held last week.  After the 
speeches, the program moved to a tour of 
the exhibits and demonstration sites.  Sev-
eral organizations were present with dis-
plays of local produce including the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China Supported FSM 
Pilot Farm, the FAO/FSM Soaring Food & 
Fuel Prices Project, the Island Food Com-
munity of Pohnpei, along with various 
other non-governmental groups and local 
farmers competing for prizes with local 
food and crops. 

World Food Day Event  
Cont’d from Page 1 

Local farmers brought in produce, such as these fruits and  
vegetables, for sale and competition at World Food Day.   

 Yams hanging together for competition.  One even weighed  
close to 400 pounds! 


