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     Led by Assistant Secretary for 
Foreign Affairs, Mr. Kandhi A. Eliei-
sar, a delegation from the FSM was in 
Tokyo during the week of June 26th 
to participate in the bidding for the 
Project for the Improvement of 
Pohnpei International Airport. The 
Pohnpei International Airport project 
is funded by the Government of Japan 
under its Official Development Assis-
tance Scheme (ODA). 
     The extension of the Pohnpei In-
ternational Airport will begin in Au-
gust this year, and it is anticipated 
that it will be completed by spring of 
2011 (end of Japan’s Fiscal Year). 
The Japanese Government has agreed 

to provide about US $29 million for 
the entire project; a project that holds 
tremendous potentials for enhancing 
the wellbeing of the FSM people, 
especially the host State of Pohnpei. 
     
At the bidding, the Pohnpei State 
Government was represented by 
Pohnpei Port Authority General Man-
ager Mr. Ieske Ieshi. The Pohnpei 
Port Authority is the counterpart at 
the State Level to work with the con-
sulting firm to the FSM Government 
on this project, Nippon Koei and 
Japan Airport Consultants Inc, and 
the Penta Ocean Company, who won 
the bidding as the contractor. Penta 

Ocean is presently the contractor for 
the Pohnpei airport project under the 
segment funded by the US Govern-
ment, and it has been involved in 
several projects in the other states of 
the FSM in the past years. 
 
     Shortly upon arrival in Tokyo, the 
delegation held a number of consulta-
tion meetings with officials of Nippon 
Koei and Japan Airport Consulting 
Inc. and the FSM Embassy in Tokyo. 
They also met with various officials 
of the Japanese Government, in par-
ticular the Japan International Coop-
eration Agency, in connection with 
the project.     *** 

    On Day Two of the 11th Micronesia 
Chief Executives’ Summit (MCES), the 
eight Micronesia Chief Executives 
(MCEs) came back together for a full 
day of committee presentations.  The 
morning started off with the PATA Re-
gional Tourism Group giving an update 
on the activities and progress of initia-
tives of their organization since the last 
MCES.   
     They spoke on training and exhibi-
tions that were attended and on the de-
velopment of “Destination e-Guides”, 
which are marketing CD’s that give a 
video and slide show presentation of the 
islands.  Guam, Palau and Yap have 
already completed their e-Guides while 
the other islands are currently working 
on their’s.  They also spoke about the 
www.micronesiamarketplace.com web-
site which PATA provides funding for.      
     This website is used for promotion 
of local products and markets the is-
lands as regional destinations. 

    This topic brought up an on-going 
issue of TSA security screenings on 
flights throughout Micronesia and how 
the Micronesia Chief Executives are 
unhappy about the inconveniences these 
screenings have on passengers to the 
islands. Governor Fitial of CNMI asked 

the MCE’s to again write a letter to the 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
to complain about this treatment.  Gov-
ernor Felix Camacho of Guam asked 
instead for a taskforce to be created to 
take more action on this issue since at the 
last MCES 
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     On Monday July 20, 2009, President 
Mori received a courtesy call from the 
U.S. Coast Guard’s top ranking official, 
Admiral Thad W. Allen at the Office of 
the President in Palikir.  President Mori 
greeted the Admiral and highlighted 
some of the areas of interaction that the 
FSM has with the U.S. Coast Guard. 
    President Mori first thanked the Ad-
miral for the U.S. Coast Guard’s Search 
and Rescue missions that are provided 
to the FSM.  The President noted that 
many FSM citizens have been saved 

due to this.  He then pointed out that the 
FSM’s EEZ is huge and it is extremely 
difficult to patrol the entire area with 
FSM’s limited resources.  He told the 
Admiral that a sufficient presence of 
surveillance activities is required to 
deter illegal, unregulated and unre-
ported (IUU) fishing in FSM’s waters, 
and that FSM’s boarders also need to be 
protected from other transnational 
crimes, such as drug trafficking/
smuggling, human trafficking and other 
illegal activities. 

     President Mori spoke of the coopera-
tive arrangements such as the tri-lateral 
arrangement with the Republic of Palau 
and the Republic of the Marshall Is-
lands with the FSM under the Niue 
Treaty that have been put in place so the 
Parties can assist each other in surveil-
lance activities and with information 
sharing and joint exercises to patrol 
their zones.  The President noted that 
the U.S. Coast Guard has also been as-
sisting in  

President Mori Welcomes US Coast Guard Commandant in Palikir 
Continued on Page 5 

FSM Delegation Visited Tokyo for Pohnpei International Airport  
Extension Project  

     The College of Micronesia – 
FSM (COM-FSM) will be receiving 
$315,000 annually for five years 
through an approved Area Health 
Education Center (AHEC) grant.  
The AHEC grant was applied with 
the U.S. Department of Health Ser-
vices through the FSM Department 
of Education. 
     According to information from 
the FSM Department of Education, 
the grant was approved and grant 
notification award is forthcoming.  
The College will be using the 
AHEC grant money as seed money 
for the AS Degree Program in 
Nursing.  This is great news for the 
College and the whole FSM as the 
nation is in dire need of certified 
nurses to work at all FSM state 
hospitals. 
     The College extends its appre-
ciation and thanks to the FSM 
Department of Health Services for 
its willingness to collaborate with 
the College on this important pro-
ject. 
     This article was taken from the 
COM-FSM President’s Update 
#329. You can read other news 
about the College of Micronesia- 
FSM at the following website: 
www.comfsm.fm/.   *** 

     The FSM Postal Service, in accor-
dance with President Mori’s wishes to 
extend economical mail services to all 
the outer islands in the FSM, is an-
nouncing that they have recently in-
stituted a pilot project on “postage 
due” from the islands of Pingelap, 
Mwoakilloa, and Sapwafik Atoll.  
Each of these islands has an airstrip 
which facilitates mail delivery.  On 
incoming mail to Pohnpei’s main Post 
Office, a person in these islands can 
choose to send mail, addressed to a 
person residing in Pohnpei, and the 
person named as the addressee shall 
pay the total cost of the mail delivery 

before the postal clerk releases the 
mail to the individual.  This system of 
“postage due” helps to alleviate the 
economic and cash flow problems 
that many in the outer islands face.  
“Postage Due” is only applicable to 
mail from the outer islands to the 
main Post Office and not vice versa.  
It is also not applicable to mail travel-
ling interstate, between the FSM 
States, or internationally.  The FSM 
Postal Service will be monitoring this 
pilot project, and if it works out well 
for everyone involved, the services 
shall be extended to the outer island 
of Chuuk and Yap States. *** 

The COM-FSM Receives  
$1.575 Million for  
Nursing Program 

UNIFEM’s Gender Equality in Politi-
cal Governance programme (GEPG) 
Deputy Regional Manager, Ms. 
Jeanette Bolenga, told the group that 
as multipliers of the knowledge their 
training will go a long way in helping 
women’s leadership and participation 
in governments.  
     “UNIFEM is looking forward to 
working with you in the future as key 
stakeholders in your countries that 
can actively contribute to achieving 
women’s increased representation in 
politics and strengthen women’s ca-
pacity to become more active citizens 
and leaders.”  

     The workshop ends on Thursday 
the 23rd of July. 
     UNIFEM’s GEPG Programme is a 
5 years initiative co-funded by 
AusAID under its Pacific Leadership 
Programme (PLP). The programme 
will contribute to advancing gender 
equality in political governance in the 
Pacific region at both national and 
local levels with the main purpose of 
increasing the participation of women 
as active citizens and leaders. 
    Media Enquiries :- 
Naziah Ali — Communications & 
Media Coordinator, UNIFEM Pacific 
Regional Office, Suva, Fiji, Email: 
naziah.ali@unifem.org; Phone No.: 
679 3301178, Fax No.: 679 3301654  

FSM Postal Services Announces Pilot Project on  
Postage Due 

Regional Gender & Election BRIDGE Workshop    

Continued from Page 2 

Continued on Page 2 

Governor Robert Weilbacher and  Governor John Ehsa signing the MCES Joint  
Communiqué in Majuro, Republic of the Marshall Islands.  
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     On the second day of the 9th Mi-
cronesian Presidents’ Summit (MPS), 
a plenary session was held to provide 
presentations to the three heads of 
state on various topics affecting the 
three nations.  The agenda had been 
streamlined to edit out topics that had 
been addressed during the 11th Micro-
nesia Chief Executives’ Summit 
(MCES) two days prior, but two 
agenda items from the MCES were 
briefly touched upon; the Microne-
sian Center for a Sustainable Future, 
which President Manny Mori of the 
FSM is the new Interim Secretary 
General, and the Micronesian Chal-

lenge.  This was done so that the 
Joint Communiqué will reflect the 
endorsement of the Presidents for 
the MPS. 
    Starting the new issues was Mr. 
Jack Chong-Gum of the RMI Ports 
Authority with a briefing on the 
Airport Improvement Projects in 
the three countries, followed by a 
presentation on the Sasakawa Peace 
Foundation Regional Coast Guard 
Project, by Ms. Junko Chano, the 
Executive Director of the Founda-
tion.  Both projects continue to be 
endorsed by the MPS. 

     Session One also included pres-
entations on the regional Office of 
the Secretariat of the Pacific Com-
munity, regional and international 
trade issues, reform of the PNI 
Fisheries Management, a Pacific 
Plan update, an extension of the 
College of Micronesia Treaty, and 
acceptance of the Hokkaido Decla-
ration that was made at the PALM 
5 Summit in May. 
    Session Two of the MPS brought 
up energy issues, the Majuro Decla-
ration on Climate Change, and a 
presentation on an All Micronesia 
Airways by the Threewins Corpora-
tion.  All of the official actions and 
endorsements of the MPS will be 
published in the 9th MPS Joint 
Communiqué that will be available 
shortly. 
    After the plenary session, the 
President of the Republic of the 
Marshall Islands, H.E. Litokwa 
Tomeing and the First Lady, held a 
signing reception at the Marshall 
Islands Resort.  During a brief pro-
gram, the three Presidents signed 
the Joint Communiqué and enjoyed 
entertainment from groups repre-
senting the three countries. *** 

 in Pohnpei in November of 2008 a similar 
letter was drafted and endorsed by the 
MCE’s but had no effect on this issue.  
President Mori concurred that he has written 
directly to the U.S. Department of Home-
land Security and did not receive a response 
on this issue.   
     To accomplish this, Governor Fitial again 
brought up the need for the MCEs to select a 
new Secretary General for the Micronesia 
Center for a Sustainable Future (MCSF) so 
that there can be a mechanism to follow 
through on issues such as this one.  He made 
a motion for FSM President Manny Mori to 
take this position.  Although it was not final-
ized at this point in the day, towards the end 
of the day this issue was addressed and  
President Mori was installed as the new 
Secretary General for the MCSF. 
    A major portion of the morning and after-
noon session was spent on the topic of the 
Micronesia Challenge.  The Micronesia 
Challenge (MC) committee made their pres-

entation on where the island groups are on 
meeting their conservation and funding 
goals and had an additional focus on the 
issue of climate change with renewed ur-
gency for results.  President Johnson 
Toribiong of Palau raised several questions 
for the group to address including the legal 
status of the MC, the relationship of the MC 
to the Micronesia Conservation Trust, and 
how the MC can work on two separate is-
sues; conservation and climate change.  His 
concern was primarily on where resources 
should be directed, since climate change is 
of a higher priority.  Through lots of discus-
sion it was concluded that within the realm 
of the MCES, the MCE’s would endorse the 
Micronesia Challenge and the three Presi-
dents could address the issue of climate 
change during the upcoming 9th Micronesia 
Presidents’ Summit to be held later this 
week. 
    Day Two continued with presentations 
from the Health, Telecommunications, 
Transportation and some special presenta-
tions from the NGO’s of Micronesia, the 

Pacific Island Development Bank, and on 
Education initiatives in the Marshall Is-
lands.  At the end of the plenary session, 
the MCE’s agreed that the next MCES 
would be held in Guam around the No-
vember/December 2009 timeframe. 
    After the plenary session ended, the 
Micronesia Chief Executives were invited 
to a reception hosted by the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, Mr. John Silk.  The re-
ception was held at the RRE hotel and 
was filled with music and local dancing, 
entertaining the MCEs until the Joint 
Communiqué was completed and brought 
to the reception to have the Chief Ex-
ecutives sign.  Since the Governor of 
Chuuk, Wesley Simina, was unable to 
attend the MCES, he authorized the 
FSM Secretary of Foreign Affairs, 
Lorin Robert, to sign on his behalf. 
    A detailed report on the content of 
the Communiqué will be reported on 
shortly.     *** 
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Ulithi atoll – 12 July 2009 
    On July 8th the lights went on island-wide 
for the first time on Fadrai, one of the islets 
of Ulithi atoll in Yap. So what’s so special 
about that, you might ask? 
    Well, the electricity powering these lights 
is coming from the sun and it is captured 
and stored into large batteries by the FSM’s 
largest solar PV (photovoltaic) power plant. 
In the two previous weeks a mixed team of 
technicians from Pohnpei, Chuuk and Yap 
had been busy installing this 28 kWp 
(kilowatt peak) solar plant, funded by the 
European Union (EU). 
    A total of 216 solar PV panels were in-
stalled on racks and concrete foundations, 
pointing towards the sun. Three large battery 
banks are storing the solar-energy during the 
day, for daytime as well as nighttime use. 
Inverters with a combined capacity of over 
20 kW will convert the DC (Direct Current) 
electricity from the solar panels and batter-
ies into 240 V / 60 Hz AC (Alternating Cur-
rent), feeding it into an underground (i.e. 
typhoon-proof) mini-grid cable system.  
    The electrical power from this solar plant 
can be used to run not only lights, but also 
refrigerators & freezers, TVs, radios and 
DVD players, VHF and HF radios, mobile 
phones, photocopiers & printers, fans and 
computers. However, there are limitations 
and for instance air conditioners, water heat-

ers and rice-cookers can not be hooked up to 
this solar system without eventually over-
loading it. 
    The 37 households on Fadrai will have to 
pay for the electricity they are getting from 
the solar plant through cashpower meters. 
This will generate income to pay for the 
salaries of the 2 YSPSC plant operators, 
regular maintenance & upkeep, as well as 
battery-replacement (after an estimated 7-10 
years). 
    Not far from Fadrai, also in Ulithi atoll, 
another slightly smaller mini-grid solar 
powerplant (20 kWp) was installed on Asor 
islet earlier this year, providing the same 
electrical services to the 18 households 
there. In both locations the community par-
ticipated in preparing the grounds for the 

installation already months before. They 
were also actively involved during the in-
stallations, supporting the installation team 
with food and accommodation, and giving a 
helping hand on the installation site. 
    The two Ulithi solar powerplants in Yap 
were the final installations in a series of 16 
solar systems that were installed over the 
past 8 months in FSM, funded under a 9th 
European Development Fund (EDF 9) pro-
gramme called “Support to the Energy Sec-
tor in Five Pacific Island States” or REP-5 
for short. The REP-5 Programme is exe-
cuted by the Pacific Islands Forum Secre-
tariat and managed by a consortium lead by 
IT Power . The other solar installations were 
installed on Pingelap, Moch, Sapwaufik, 
Nukuoro, Kapingamarangi, Satawan, Moch, 
Udot and Onoun. In total nearly 1,000 solar 
panels were deployed on all these islands, 
assisting them to move into the 21st century 
with a reliable and sustainable power sup-
ply.  
     The European Union is taking a global 
lead in the move towards a renewable en-
ergy future, and will continue to support 
introduction of these technologies in FSM in 
a new round of funding (EDF10), starting in 
January 2010.  
     In the long run solar energy can make 
FSM less dependent on imported fossil fu-
els. A goal worth pursuing.  *** 

FSM’s Largest Solar PV Power Plant Operational in Yap 

 

these exercises and in providing 
aerial surveillance. 
    The President also focused on the 
Shiprider Agreement that the  
FSM has with the US Coast Guard 
which allows FSM officers to ride on 
US boats, and told Admiral Allen that 
this Agreement has “gone a long way 
in providing another platform from 
which our authorized officers can 
board suspected vessels.”  In fact, he 
attributed the recent arrest of one or 
two fishing boats for illegal fishing 
activities within our EEZ, to the 
agreement. He also pointed out that 

the U.S. Coast Guard now has access 
to our VMS information to assist 
them to see where vessels are in the 
FSM EEZ and that the U.S. Navy 
may also be helping with monitoring 
vessels when they pass through the 
FSM on their way to other destina-
tions. 
     Admiral Allen talked about con-
tinuing the partnerships that the U.S. 
Coast Guard has with the FSM and 
focused on the challenges that the 
vast amount of ocean that FSM has in 
its EEZ presents towards surveillance 
efforts, but said that these are not 
unique in the region and with coop-

eration, they can be overcome.  The 
Admiral told President Mori that 
there are significant opportunities to 
move ahead with the Sasakawa Foun-
dation’s proposal for a sub-regional 
Coast Guard, and that he looks for-
ward to progress with this endeavor. 
     The brief meeting ended with an 
exchange of gifts, a photo session and 
a brief press statement that Admiral 
Allen gave.  This statement can be 
heard on the FSMPIO website by 
using the following link: http://
www.fsmpio.fm/us-coast-guard-press
-statement.mwa . 

*** 

President Mori Welcomes US Coast Guard Commandant in Palikir 
Continued from Page 1 

(R to L) President Manny Mori, President Litokwa Tomeing, 
and President Johnson Toribiong shake hands at the  
conclusion of the Micronesian President’s Summit 



      UNIFEM, Pohnpei - Last week, the 
United Nations Development Fund for 
Women (UNIFEM Pacific Regional 
Office) started a workshop on Gender 
and Elections in Pohnpei, Federated 
States of Micronesia. 
     The Regional BRIDGE (Building 
Resources in Democracy, Governance 
and Elections) workshop began on 
Monday, July 13th, and its focus is to 
put elections in context of governance 
and democracy. It is the most compre-
hensive professional development 
course available in election administra-
tion. It improves the skills, knowledge, 
and confidence both of election profes-
sionals and of others in the electoral 
process, such as members of the me-
dia, political parties and parliamentari-
ans, and electoral observers and civil 
society organizations. This BRIDGE 
course is the first of its kind by focus-
ing particularly on gender issues.  
    The 32 participants for this work-
shop in Pohnpei come from back-
grounds outside the traditional areas of 
electoral and parliamentary office 
which includes representatives of Min-
istry of women, NGOs and training 
institutions etc.  The countries repre-
sented include the Federated States of 
Micronesia, the Marshall Islands, and 
Palau.  
     In a message to the participants, 
Ms. Elizabeth Cox, the Regional Di-
rector of the UNIFEM Office in Suva, 
Fiji, raised the need for an increase in 
political participation by Pacific Island 

women as active citizens and leaders.  
    Ms. Cox said, “The workshop will 
be an occasion for all participants to 
learn about the principles of electoral 
issues in general and how they affect 
women’s representation in particular. 
It will enable you to reflect on the 
electoral systems used in your coun-
tries and will equip you with the skill 
to develop strategies that help to over-
come the various obstacles that women 
face when entering politics. Further-
more, it will enable you to actively 
apply the learned principles.” 
     Cox also said, “Over the past dec-
ades, some progress, in terms of 
women’s political representation at na-
tional parliamentary levels, was 
achieved across the Pacific region. How-
ever, women remain greatly underrepre-
sented in high-level decision making 
positions and in order to achieve the so 
called “critical mass” of 30% represen-
tation of either gender, yet alone full 
gender equality in decision making, there 
is much more work to be done.” 
     The workshop is an effort towards 

building the capacity of Pacific women 
to eventually become a stronger group of 
trained and certified trainers from Pacific 
countries with a background in gender 
and good governance. 
     Jointly hosted by UNIFEM and the 
Federated States of Micronesia National 
Government, the workshop will run for 
two weeks.  
      The workshop will help key stake-
holders from participating countries en-
gage in training relevant national audi-
ences, including women’s groups, gov-
ernment, political parties and electoral 
officials with the aim to increase national 
capacity of key players supporting 
women’s political participation and rep-
resentation at all levels of legislature.  
     After the training, the participants 
will be qualified to design training pro-
grams and customize modules for their 
organizations as part of their national 
training programs with the aim to in-
crease critical knowledge about the vari-
ous aspects that impact on women’s 
political participation and representation 
in the context of elections.   
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     June 15, 2009 (FSM Embassy, 
Beijing) At the invitation of China’s 
top legislator, The Honorable Wu 
Bangguo, Chairman of the Standing 
Committee of the National People’s 
Congress of the People’s Republic of 
China, the FSM Congress delegation 
headed by Senator Paliknoa K. 
Welly, Chairman of the External 
Affairs Committee honored the invi-
tation to join fellow Parliamentarians 
from the Pacific Island Countries to 
visit China for an official goodwill 
visit. Joining Chairman Welly on the 
FSM delegation were Senator Dohsis 

Halbert, Chairman of the Ways and 
Means Committee, Senator Roger S. 
Mori, Chairman of the Resources 
and Development Committee, Sena-
tor Tony H. Otto, and Sergeant-at-
Arms Mr. Duwarick Micky.  
     During their arrival, the FSM 
delegation was received by the Vice 
Chairman of the Foreign Affairs 
Committee of the National People’s 
Congress, Mr. Zheng Silin and staff 
of the FSM Embassy. 
     Parliamentarians from Tonga, the 
Federated States of Micronesia, Fiji, 
and Niue had honored the invitation 

by visiting China from 15-21 June 
2009. The Program of visit included 
meetings with Speaker Wu Bangguo, 
Premier Wen Jiabao and leading 
officials of the Central Government 
in Beijing, as well as the respective 
leading officials of Harbin, and Da-
lian. 
     Speaker Isaac Figir was originally 
scheduled to be in China to lead the 
Pacific Parliamentarian delegation, 
but due to sudden illness, Speaker 
Figir was not able to continue his 
travel to China.  *** 

FSM Congress Delegation in China for Official Goodwill Visit  

Continued on Page 6 

First Reported case of Pandemic Influenza A/H1N1 in the Federated States of  
Micronesia 
On July 20, 2009, the Federated States 
of Micronesia (FSM) National Depart-
ment of Health and Social Affairs was 
notified of the country's first laboratory 
confirmed human case of Pandemic 
Influenza A/H1N1. 
    The confirmed case is a 27-year-old 
male from the main island of Weno in 
the state of Chuuk, FSM. The patient 
developed a headache, fever, cough, 
sore throat and runny nose on 2 July, 
and was seen at Chuuk State Hospital 
on 3 July, where he tested negative on 
a local rapid test. Samples were for-
warded to the WHO Collaborating 
Centre for Influenza in Melbourne, 
Australia, where testing confirmed 
Pandemic H1N1 on 17 July. The pa-
tient reported no travel history and no 

contact with sick animals. He had re-
cently been vaccinated for seasonal 
influenza. 
     The patient was advised home quar-
antine. He was not given antivirals and 
he recovered without complication. 
His contacts are in the process of being 
evaluated. 
     The Chuuk State Department of 
Health and Services, with assistance of 
the FSM National Department of 
Health and Social Affairs, is continu-
ing its ongoing efforts to mitigate the 
impact of influenza in the community. 
These efforts include providing health 
alerts to travelers at points of entry, 
carrying out respiratory triage at 
healthcare centers to avoid spread of 
respiratory illness to these facilities, 

isolating patients at home or in the 
hospital and providing recommended 
care, following up of contacts, and 
providing education to the community. 
  
     The confirmation of pandemic in-
fluenza in the FSM does not change 
the mitigation measures that have al-
ready been in place, but serves as a 
reminder of the importance of carrying 
out these activities with renewed vigor. 
 
     The public is reminded of the im-
portance of good hygiene and respira-
tory etiquette, avoiding close contact 
with ill individuals, staying home from 
work or school when they are sick, and 
seeking appropriate medical care if 
experiencing respiratory symptoms. 

T
H

E
 N

A
T

IO
N

A
L U

N
IO

N
, July 31, 2009, P

age 4 

     Geneva, Switzerland, July 18, 2009 
– A group of vulnerable island States 
formally announced today that they are 
co-sponsoring a proposal to phase 
down “super greenhouse gases” known 
as hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs) under 
the Montreal Protocol ozone treaty.   
    This broader group of island States 
joined the initiative of the Federated 
States of Micronesia (FSM) and Mau-
ritius.  FSM and Mauritius were the 
original proponents of curbing HFC 
emissions under the Montreal Protocol, 
a fast-acting treaty that can reduce 
climate impacts, including the risk of 
rising sea levels.   
    The island States co-sponsoring the 
FSM-Mauritius proposal include the 
Seychelles, Kiribati, Samoa, the Cook 
Islands, Papua New Guinea, Comoros, 
Madagascar, and Palau. In addition, 
South Africa expressed support on 
behalf of the African Group for con-
tinuing discussions of the climate is-
sues raised by FSM and Mauritius. 
    “HFCs present a significant threat to 
the world’s efforts to stabilize climate 
emissions, said Dr. Guus Velders of 
The Netherlands Environmental As-
sessment Agency who presented new 
scientific findings to the Parties in 
Geneva. Dr. Velders added, “Because 
of the projected growth of these cli-

mate warming chemicals, they could 
represent up to 45% of total global 
CO2 emissions by 2050 under a sce-
nario that stabilizes CO2 emissions at 
450 ppm.  Preventing strong growth in 
HFC use is an important climate miti-
gation option the world has now.” Dr. 
Velders was the lead author of the 
study published in the Proceedings of 
the National Academy of Sciences last 
month.  
    Manny Mori, President of the Feder-
ated States of Micronesia, said: 
   “We have already lost so much time 
by failing to address climate change 
quickly enough that it would be uncon-
scionable to allow the enormous 
growth of super-potent warming 
agents such as HFCs.  To solve cli-
mate change, we need to use all the 
tools in the box, and since we have a 
mechanism at our disposal that would 
allow us to phase-down HFCs, it 
would be negligent not to employ it.” 
    Antonio Oposa, lead negotiator for 
the Federated States of Micronesia at 
this week’s Montreal Protocol meet-
ings in Geneva, said:  
     “We have growing support for the 
proposal, but there is still a long, hard 
battle ahead to convince the Europe-
ans and others that is better to tackle 
HFCs today under the Montreal Proto-

col rather than waiting to try and do it 
under the new climate treaty now be-
ing negotiated. Under Montreal we 
know that the issue will receive the 
attention it deserves. We know our 
chances of success will go up dramati-
cally with U.S. support and strongly 
encourage them to commit their full 
resources to supporting an immediate 
phase-down of HFCs under the Mont-
real Protocol. We’ve already written 
to President Obama to ask for his 
leadership.” 
    The Republic of the Marshall Is-
lands, Republic of the Fiji Islands, and 
Papua New Guinea also joined in 
sending the letter to President Obama. 
 
    Sateeaved Seebaluck, head of the 
Mauritius delegation, said: 
    “Islands don’t have the time to wait 
for the outcomes of the climate nego-
tiations. Rising sea levels will destroy 
our countries if we do not take action 
now.  We have a successful treaty right 
in front of us that has already phased 
out 96 chemicals by 97%.  There is no 
excuse not to use this valuable frame-
work to tackle HFCs as well.” 
 
    These countries are comprised of 
nearly 800 islands and have a popula-
tion of more than 29 million people.  
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