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2010 FSM Census Launch and Round-
table Meeting 
 [ See Story on Page 2 ] 
 
President Mori Travels to Sweden to 
Visit Tällberg Foundation 
 [ See Story on Page 3] 
 

 President Mori Hosts Farewell Recep-
tion for Outgoing Ambassador from 
China  
 [ See Story on Page 3] 
 

FSM National Policy on Disability 
Adopted 
 [ See Story on Page 3] 
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2008 refund checks for its em-
ployees sometime soon, with pri-
ority release of CY2008 checks.  
The issue of Municipal CIP funds 
was also taken up at the meeting. 
The requirements for the funds to 
be drawn down were clarified and 
a better understanding reached on 
the next steps that the State Gov-
ernment needs to take. These re-
quirements and steps will be 
documented and communicated in 
a memo from Director Mori. 
     Director Mori and his staff 
also provided an update on the 

budgetary out-turn of the State 
Government during FY2008, and 
budgetary outlook for FY2009 
and FY2010. After running an 
operating surplus in FY2007 the 
State Government ran an operat-
ing deficit in FY2008—mainly 
due to a loss on the investment 
earnings on the State’s Early Re-
tirement Funds. If not for the in-
vestment loss on the Early Retire-
ment Funds, the State Govern-
ment would have ran an operating 
surplus for the second year in a 
row. The financial performance to 
date indicates that an operating 
surplus for FY2009 is very likely. 

Also discussed in the meeting 
were the following: a proposal by 
Chuuk State on securing land for 
public infrastructure projects, 
implementation of a second round 
of its RIF program, and status of 
un-liquidated obligations for 
FY2008. 
     During the meeting, Secretary 
Perman and Director Mori signed 
e l e v e n  c h e c k s  t o t a l i n g 
$94,499 ,mostly to vendors and 
some individuals for payment of 
prior year obligations incurred 
under various U.S. Federal Pro-
grams.   

*** 

PALIKIR, POHNPEI   -� ���  Honor-
able Resio S. Moses, Vice Speaker of 
the new Sixteenth Congress of the Fed-
erated States of Micronesia was called 
to his eternal rest on June 22 2009, at 
the Pohnpei State Hospital where he 
was undergoing medical treatment. 
     In accordance with the wishes of the 
family, the body of the late Vice 
Speaker will lie at his residence in U 
Municipality.  The family has set fu-
neral services and burial arrangements 
for June 23 2009, at 1 p.m. at the family 
residence.  Vice Speaker Moses was 65.  
     The family has arranged for the Na-
tional and State Governments to be part 
of the funeral services on June 23.  Both 
governments have thus coordinated a 

short service to pay homage to a man 
who has contributed much to the estab-
lishment of the FSM as a sovereign 
nation and was instrumental in building 
the foundation of the Government of the 
FSM, and most especially, the Govern-
ment of the State of Pohnpei.   
     Resio S. Moses is a name in Micro-
nesia that has become synonymous with 
words such as independence, statehood 
and leadership, but the name is most 
especially revered as that of a man of 
strong and unwavering principles.   
     His rich background spans two ma-
jor eras in Micronesian history; the era 
during which the island nations in the 
Micronesian archipelago was a Trust 
Territory of the Pacific Islands under 

the United States’ administration as 
well as the current Micronesian era,  
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      As part of its oversight responsi-
bilities required under the JEMCO 
Resolution on Chuuk Financial Man-
agement, the FSM Department of Fi-
nance fields regular visits to the 
Chuuk State Department of Adminis-
trative Services (DAS). On June 17-
18, 2009, Secretary Finley Perman 
and his key staff held meetings with 
the Director of DAS, Mr. Jesse Mori, 
and some of his key staff.  
     During the meeting, Chuuk DAS 
provided an update on the FY2008 
audits. It is expected that the FY2008 
audits will be completed in time for 
the June 30th deadline. DAS staff also 
expressed confidence that they expect 
an improvement in FY2008 audit over 

FY2007, which was an improvement 
over previous years. Improvements in 
audits reflect wide-ranging improve-
ments in financial management in 
Chuuk State since the August 2007 
JEMCO resolution conditioning the 
flow of Compact funds on significant 
improvements in financial manage-
ment in the State. 
     The outcome of the income tax 
reconciliation work between the FSM 
CTA staff and Chuuk DAS staff was 
also discussed at the meeting. As a 
result of the findings from the recon-
ciliation, Chuuk State Government 
can expect the release of calendar year 
2006 and   
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Chuuk Financial Management Update 

    The FSM now has a National Pol-
icy on Disability thanks to Congres-
sional Resolution16-09 which was 
made during the First Regular Session 
of the 16th FSM Congress.  This 
Policy is the product of collaboration 
between the Department of Health 
and Social Affairs (DHSA), the De-
partment of Education, NGOs, Inter-
national Organizations, the State 
Governments, and a wide range of 
community groups and stakeholders. 
     The policy was first submitted as a 
resolution to the Fifteenth Congress, 
but there wasn’t enough time in the 
Sixth Regular Session in February of 
2009 to take any action on it.  There-
fore, it was resubmitted to the Six-
teenth Congress as instructed by 
Senator Urusemal, the then Chairman 
of the Committee on Health & Social 

Affairs. 
     The aim of this Policy is to iden-
tify priority areas for action in order 
to promote societal awareness and 
inclusion of the rights-based society 
for Persons with Disabilities, includ-
ing the needs and privileges of per-
sons with disabilities in the 
FSM.  The FSM has approximately 
10,000 people with some form of 
disability and the available programs 
and services for disabled persons are 
currently very limited.  The number 
of disabled people in the FSM is in-
creasing year after year and the limi-
tation of available services suggests a 
moral and legal obligation to develop 
adequate programs to promote and 
protect their interest and wellbeing. 
     It is important to note that this is a 
Policy, not legislation.  The Depart-

ment of DHSA chose to submit a 
policy first to “feel out the pragma-
tism of binding legislation through 
the Policy” as was stated in a letter to 
President Mori from the DHSA on 
May 7, 2009.  The letter also stated 
that “Disability legislation has to be 
comprehensive, meaning it would 
have components of enforcement 
schemes that would compel and re-
quire funding and coordination with 
stakeholders.  With this Policy in 
place, FSM will have not only a guid-
ing mechanism, but also an instru-
ment to generate regional and interna-
tional support.”  
      In the meantime, DHSA will 
work closely with the Department of 
Justice and other stakeholders to de-
velop practical and comprehensive 
legislation.   *** 

FSM National Policy on Disability Adopted 

Continued on Page 4 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The New Resident Representa-

tive of the United Nations  
Development Program and UN 
Resident Coordinator for the 

Pacific, Mr. Knut Ostby, poses 
for photo with President Mori 
at his credentialing ceremony 
on June 19th, 2009. Also in the 
picture is Mr. Ostby’s  delega-
tion from Fiji and Mr. OKean 
Ehmes, Country Development 

Manager for the UN Joint Pres-
ence Office in Pohnpei. 

Continued from page 1 

 
 
 
 
 

Vice Speaker Resio S. Moses 
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where each Micronesian island 
nation chose its own destiny to 
either remain with the US or be-
came a sovereign, self governing 
nation.  Resio S. Moses played a 
major role in both. 
     His rich background is rivaled 
only by his varied experience 
which encompasses a range of 
fields that include being student 
service coordinator to an educator 
to a College President;  an admin-
istrator of community services to 
District Administrator of Pohnpei 
District to Governor of the State 
of Pohnpei; a member of the Mi-
cronesian Commission on the 
Future Political Status of Micro-
nesia to top diplomat of the FSM 
as a sovereign nation to being 
FSM’s Ambassador to the United 
Nations; representing Pohnpei as 
a District in the Congress of Mi-
cronesia to representing the entire 
State of Pohnpei in the Congress 
of the Federated States of Micro-
nesia.    
     While Moses’ background and 
experiences are extraordinary for 
one individual, his main legacy 
may well be the pivotal role he 

played in the foundation of the 
Federated States of Micronesia as 
a nation. During the US Govern-
ment’s Administration of the 
Trust Territory of the Pacific Is-
lands, Moses served as a District 
Administrator for the Pohnpei 
District and eventually as one of 
Pohnpei District’s representative 
to the Congress of Micronesia – 
the leaders who envisioned inde-
pendence and sovereignty for the 
Micronesian islands.  They laid 
the foundation for the inception 
and eventual realization of the 
Federated States of Micronesia. 
     When FSM became a self gov-
erning nation, Moses was again at 
the frontline of nation building, 
first by being a Governor of the 
new State of Pohnpei and serving 
his duty in two consecutive terms.   
     Completing his gubernatorial 
tenure, Moses moved to the Na-
tional Government where he took 
on the position of Secretary for 
the Department of External Af-
fairs. He went on from Secretary 
of External Affairs to become 
FSM’s Ambassador to the United 
Nations where he was instrumen-
tal in the establishment of diplo-
matic and bilateral relations with 

numerous countries and world 
organizations. 
     Moses moved from the Execu-
tive Branch and became a mem-
ber of the 10th FSM Congress in 
1997 and has since then been a 
member of Congress.  Through-
out his parliamentarian years, he 
has been a Chairman, Vice Chair-
man and a member of the various 
Congressional Committees at one 
time or another. During the 15th 
FSM Congress he was seated as 
its Vice Speaker and was recently 
reelected to the same role during 
the re-organization of the new 
16th FSM Congress on May 11, 
2009. 
     A month after the re-
organization, Vice Speaker Resio 
S. Moses was called to his eternal 
rest.   
     Both the FSM Government 
and the State of Pohnpei have 
each declared a Period of Mourn-
ing with their flags at half-mast.    
     Vice Speaker Moses is sur-
vived by his wife Susan and their 
four children: Esmond, Tanya, 
Resio Moses Jr. ‘Sammy’ and 
Rachel and of course the many 
lovely grandchildren.   

*** 

     For two years in a row, the Tällberg 
Foundation has invited President Mori 
to be a keynote speaker at their annual 
Forum meeting in Sweden, and this 
year, the President has accepted their 
invitation.  According to their website 
at www.tallbergfoundation.org/, the 
vision of the Tällberg Foundation is “an 
equitable and secure world for human-
kind and nature.”  Their mission is to 
“foresee global systems problems 
emerging out of imbalances between 
earth systems and the human endeavor 
to support economic growth, poverty 
eradication, energy provision and all 
people’s equity and security.”  And 
their strategy is to support leaders in 
their design of governance, policies and 
business strategy for a sustainable glob-
alization.  
     The Tällberg Foundation works 
through several main activities which 
include their annual Forum at Tällberg, 
Sweden during the last days of June 
every year.  They also do other work-
shops and seminars, projects, studies 
and research programs, leadership de-

velopment initiatives, and publishing. 
The theme for this year’s Forum is 
“How on Earth can we live together, 
within the planetary boundaries?”  
     In their invitation letter, sent back in 
January of 2009, the Foundation de-
scribed this Forum meetings as “a 
unique opportunity to learn from, reflect 
upon and influence the thinking of key 
leaders from around the world and from 
all sectors in addressing the deeply wor-
rying situation we face today.  At this 
time of parallel crises – financial, eco-
nomic, climate and ecosystems – many 
decision-makers see the Tällberg Forum 
as an opportunity to rethink the situa-
tion and reshape possible solutions.”  
     The 2009 Forum will be the fifth 
large gathering organized by the Täll-
berg Foundation, and the 29th yearly 
gathering since 1981.     
     President Mori’s trip is being paid 
for through funds from the Micronesia 
Challenge, in hopes that he will be able 
to find new funding sources for the Mi-
cronesia Challenge.  His speech will be 
given on the first day of the Forum as 

the keynote address and will focus on 
climate change and the specifics of how 
FSM, RMI, Palau, Guam and CNMI are 
focusing their efforts to preserve both 
water and land resources through the 
Micronesia Challenge.  
T     he President will participate in the 
Forum events that will be filled with 
panel discussions, conversations, music, 
workshops, poetry and nature.  Some of 
the other speakers at the conference 
include the President of Rwanda, H.E. 
Paul Kagame, former President of Costa 
Rica, Jacqueline McGlade, former 
Prime Minister of Norway, Gro Harlem 
Brundtland, and many other diplomats, 
CEO’s, and representatives from the 
various United Nations agencies around 
the world.  The Forum will begin on 
June 24th and end on June 28th.  
     This Forum will be held just a few 
days before the Swedish EU presidency 
begins and five months before the 
COP15 Climate Conference in Copen-
hagen, Denmark, so many eyes will be 
looking at this part of the world during 
President Mori’s trip. �  

.� A farewell dinner reception was held 
on June 17, 2009 for Her Excellency 
Liu Fei, as she prepares to return home 
after nearly three years as Ambassador 
of the People’s Republic of China to the 
Federated States of Micronesia.  
     In brief remarks, President Mori 
expressed his gratitude to the Ambassa-

dor for her country’s development as-
sistance, including scholarships and 
trainings, official tours, and people to 
people exchanges that promote mutual 
and beneficial relationships between the 
FSM and the People’s Republic of 
China. He also made note of the “One-
China Policy”.  
     The President then proposed a toast 
for good health for her, the President of 
China, and the people of China.  
     The Ambassador, in her responding 
remarks, expressed her appreciations 
and thanked President Mori for strong 
support and kind assistance extended to 
her during her tenure in the FSM, add-
ing, “China appreciates that President 
Mori attaches great importance to the 
China-FSM relationship and has made 
important contributions to the develop-
ment of this relationship. The FSM is an 
important friend to China. China at-
taches great importance to the China-

FSM relationship and it is in the inter-
ests of both peoples to comprehensively 
strengthen China-FSM friendly coop-
eration.”  
     The Ambassador also thanked the 
national leadership, traditional leaders, 
governors, state legislature senators and 
her diplomatic colleagues for the coop-
eration and courtesy she has received 
which made her tenure in office a suc-
cess. The Ambassador reciprocated by 
proposing a toast for the good health of 
the President, the Vice President and 
the people of the FSM.  
     The invited guests included Vice 
President and Mrs. Alik, Chief Justice 
Andon Amaraich and Mrs. Amaraich, 
Senator Dion G. Neth, the U.S. Charge 
d’Affairs, cabinet members, members 
of the diplomatic corps, and the Chinese 
people who are residing here in 
Pohnpei.    

 *** 
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Congress Vice Speaker Moses Dies in Office 

H.E. Ambassador Liu Fei mingles 
with guests at her farewell reception at 

PCR Restaurant 
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2010 FSM Census Launch and Roundtable Meeting 

     On June 24-26, 2009 in 
Pohnpei, the official launch of the 
2010 FSM Census will begin with 
a roundtable meeting at the COM-
FSM Gym in Palikir.  This work-
shop is co-hosted by the United 
Nat ions Populat ion Fund 
(UNFPA), the Secretariat of the 
Pacific Community (SPC) and the 
FSM Government.  
     Pursuant to the Presidential 
Proclamation issued on July 31, 
2008, declaring the FSM Census 
of Population and Housing be 
held around April 2010, the Na-
tional Statistics Division of the 
Office of SBOC has been prepar-

ing for this very important pro-
ject.  This workshop is one in the 
series of census preparatory ac-
tivities planned.  
     The purposes of this workshop 
are to formally launch the 2010 
FSM Census, fine-tune the census 
work-plan and to discuss the cen-
sus questionnaire.  This meeting 
will also provide the opportunity 
to meet with potential donors and 
further discuss areas of the census 
where support may still be re-
quired.   
     The FSM Government will 
cover participation costs, travel 
and per diem for one nominee 

from each FSM state.  Each State 
Governor has been asked by 
President Mori to submit one 
nominee to participate and con-
tribute to the census work-plan.  
A memo was also sent to all FSM 
Departments and Agencies invit-
ing representatives to participate 
in the workshop.  
  For more information on this 
workshop, please contact Mr. 
Mathew Chigiyal of the National 
Statistics Division at (691) 320-
2823 or the Branch Statistics Of-
fice in any of the four FSM 
States.     

*** 


