
The       National      Union 
 

�������������������	
����������������
	
�
 

AN OFFICIAL  PUBLICATION FOR THE PEOPLE AND THE STATES OF THE FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA 

              Volume 22                                                 Palikir, Pohnpei, July 17, 2009    Number 6

����������
Pandemic H1N1 State Report for 
June 
 [ See Story on Page 2 ] 
 
Highlights of the 2009 Men’s 
Health Day Conference  
 
 [ See Story on Page 3 ] 
 
 Implementation Begins on FSM 
Telecenter Pilot Project 
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accompanied by Attache`, Su 
Yongbin.                  
     The Ceremony started out with 
honor guards presenting the FSM 
and the Chuuk State flags then the 
introduction and seating of the 
dignitaries, followed by the Invo-
cation by Rev. Steioshy Manuel 
from the Logan Memorial 
Church. This was followed by 
songs and the welcoming remarks 
from the Hon. Pintas Kenneth, 
Deputy Mayer of Weno Munici-
pality. Then more songs and then 
came the Inaugural address by 
Gov. Simina.  Followed by more 
songs and then the ceremony 
ended with the Benediction by 
Rev. Fr.  Rosendo Rudolf.  

     In his Inaugural Address, Gov-
ernor Wesley Simina said that on 
July 1st four years ago, he stood 
before the people of Chuuk and 
gave them what he saw than as 
the condition of the state of 
Chuuk and what he believed 
ought to be done in order to make 
Chuuk a better place and a better 
home.  He went on to say that, “I 
am proud to say that for the past 
four years, Chuuk is indeed mov-
ing forward, slowly but, truly.” 
Governor Simina thanked the 
donor countries for the support 
they contributed to the develop-
ment of Chuuk. Most especially, 
he thanked the United States of 
America for the genuine support 
that comes through the Compact 
of Free Association. 

     Governor Simina also tried to 
convey to the Chuukese staying 
abroad not to forget their home 
island and that their home island, 
Chuuk, awaits their contributions 
to the development of Chuuk in 
any form, be it in deed or as they 
deem best for their mother state. 
     The celebration ended around 
Two-thirty in the afternoon.  The 
FSM Public Information Office 
videotaped the event and copies 
will be given to the local TV sta-
tions for broadcast.  You can ac-
cess the audio of Governor 
Simina’s address at the FSMPIO 
website.   **** 

     On July 2, 2009 at 11:00am Chuuk 
time, more than five hundred Chuukese 
and citizens of other FSM states packed 
the Saramen Chuuk Development Cen-
ter at Saramen Chuuk High School in 
Weno, Chuuk, to honor and witness the 
Inaugural Celebration of the Chuuk 
State Leadership. The Chuuk State 
Leadership that was inaugurated in-
cluded the newly elected Governor, 
Hon. Wesley Simina, the Lieutenant 
Governor, Johnson Elimo, and the 
Chuuk State Legislatures; both the 
House of Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives. 
     The dignitaries that were present at 
the inauguration were Governor John 
Ehsa, Pohnpei State, Governor Sabas-

tian Anefal, Yap State, FSM Congress-
man Dohsis Halbert, Pohnpei State, 
FSM Congressman Peter Sitan, Chuuk 
State, FSM Congressman Dion G. Neth, 
Pohnpei State, Floor Leader of the FSM 
Congress, Hon. Joe Suka and the Secre-
tary FSM Foreign Affairs, Hon. Lorin 
Robert. 
     Also present from the Diplomatic 
Corps were  Mr. William D. Douglass, 
Charge de` Affairs, US Embassy in the 
FSM, Ms. Mariko Harada, Second Sec-
retary/ Economic Corporation Affairs/ 
Development Assistant Officer, Japan 
Embassy, and Counselor Qin, Charge 
de` Affairs, China Embassy in the FSM  
      

����������	�
���
�����������
�
������

     The tremendously successful Kosrae 
Tourism Conference, organized by Kos-
rae Visitors Bureau, ended its final day, 
Wednesday, June 24 on a positive note. 
The discussions were open and frank 
resulting in the establishment of numer-
ous projects as well as two ongoing com-
mittees; a Kosrae Island Branding Com-
mittee and a Cultural Heritage and Cul-
tural Outreach (CHACO Committee).  
      
     Over 60 participants, including KVB 
staff, hoteliers, tour operators, handicraft 
workers, clergy, Chamber of Commerce 
representatives, Kosrae State officials, 
educators, David Kendell (Continental 
Director of Sales and Marketing for the 
Pacific and Asia) and Bermance Aldis 
( Deputy Assistant Secretary FSM De-

partment of R&D ), preformed a SWOT 
analysis of the Kosrae Tourism industry, 
and discussed cultural and landowners 
issues, as well as branding strategy.  
      
     The Speaker of the 8th Kosrae State 
Legislature, the Honorable Lyndon Jack-
son, provided the keynote address for the 
conference. Speaker Jackson spoke con-
vincingly about the need for developing a 
partnership between the public and pri-
vate sectors to strengthen the industry 
with limited resources available. The 
Speaker also emphasized that the confer-
ence is a great opportunity for the private 
sector to share their views in an open 
dialogue with the government� 
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Continued on Page 4 

Chuuk Inaugurates New Administration 

     Walung Elementary School in 
Kosrae is scheduled to be com-
pleted by the 3rd week of July. 
The training programs, especially 
for school teachers, on computer 
skills, education materials and 
related fields has started in Kos-
rae last week (June 26, 2009) by 
Dr. Pramanik (Hiroshi) Kader. He 
has scheduled a one week training 
program for each of the sites. 
Training for Pohnpei will be on 
the 2nd week of July 2009, fol-
lowed by Chuuk on the 3rd week 
of July 2009. 
      
    The three (3) Telecenter Pro-
jects are a pilot project with the 
long term objectives to serve as 
models that can be duplicated 
throughout the FSM in rural com-
munities and remote islands, 
where FSM Telecom services are 
not available or are poorly served. 
These school-based community 
telecenters are not for school pur-
poses only but can also be used 
by the people in the community. 
Such arrangements for school and 

community shared access are to 
be coordinated with the schools 
and the community. 
     
     While the critical issue of sus-
tainability is a concern, this phase 
of the project cannot be realized 
without the support and collective 
efforts of all stakeholders in-
volved. Namely, they are: Office 
of the President, FSM Depart-
ment of TC&I, COM-FSM, FSM 
Department of Education, FSM 
Telecom Corporation, Office of 
the Governor - Pohnpei State, 
Pohnpei DOE, Madolenhimw 
High Commissioner’s Office, Of-
fice of the Governor - Chuuk, 
Chuuk DOE, Tonoas Mayor’s 
Office, FSM Telecom, Chuuk 
Branch Office, Office of the Gov-
ernor -  Kosrae, Kosrae DOE, 
FSM Telecom - Kosrae Branch 
Office. 
 
    For further information on the 
project, please contact the Depart-
ment of TC&I at (691) 320-5853 
or email Mr. Johnnyboy at 
transcom@mail.fm.     *** 

Continued from Page 3 

FSM Telecenter Pilot Project Continues .. 

 

2009 Men’s Health 
Day Continues ... 

     To take action for your own 
health: Stop smoking (or don’t 
start), stop chewing betel nut (it 
causes cancer, and kills faster with 
tobacco), lose weight and get more 
exercise, eat local foods (and less 
rice and canned meat), reduce your 
processed sugar (like in soda and 
ice cream), and get yearly check-
ups at the hospital or clinic 
(including a prostate exam for men 
over 40).  
     Men’s Health Day was the 
pinnacle event of Men’s Health 
Week (June 15-19). Falling the 
week before Father’s Day, Men’s 
Health Week was first declared by 
US President Clinton in 1994 to 
highlight important health issues 
relevant to men. Joining the US 
and other countries, FSM Presi-
dent Mori recognized Men’s 
Health Week through a proclama-
tion in 2009. 
     This year’s conference was 
dedicated to the founders and 
compassionate leaders of the FSM 
who have passed away or are dis-
abled. We would like to thank 
them for their courageous contri-
butions to our country.     *** 

Continued from Page 3 

Continued on Page 2 

Continued from Page 1 

Chuuk State Governor, Hon. Wesley 
Simina,  delivering  his inaugural ad-
dress during the Inaugural Ceremony 
at the Saramen Chuuk Development 
Center at Saramen Chuuk High 
School in Weno, Chuuk on July 02, 
2009. 
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     The Telecenter Pilot Projects, which 
was highlighted in FSMPIO press re-
lease 0109-12, is now entering its im-
plementation phase.  As indicated in the 
January 2009 FSM Information Ser-
vices, this project is funded through a 
grant by the Asia-Pacific Telecommu-
nity and the Government of Japan to 
connect three school based community 
Internet access in Madolenhimw, 
Pohnpei, Sino Elementary School on 
Tonoas, Chuuk and Walung Elementary 
School in Kosrae. The internet connec-
tivity for the school based community 
telecenters is through FSM Telecom 
KDDI, Japan has also contributed 

around 90 used computers for the pro-
jects. 
 
     The implementation phase will start 
with Pohnpei, followed by Chuuk and 
Kosrae. A team of Japanese profession-
als including Mr. Yosuke Uchiyama 
and Mr. Toshihiro Kaneko, both Man-
agers of International Cooperation Sec-
tion of KDDI Corporation of Japan and 
two master course students from the 
Graduate School of Global Information 
and Telecommunication Studies at Wa-
seda University in Japan, arrived in 
Pohnpei last Monday, June 22, 2009 for 
this purpose. They are joined by their 

FSM counterparts from Pohnpei DOE, 
FSM National DOE, COM-FSM and 
the Division of Communications, 
DTC&I. 
 
    The FSM/Japan Joint Teams will also 
be joined by the FSM Telecom Techni-
cal Staff for the installation of com-
puters and internet connections for 
Madolenhimw, scheduled to be com-
pleted and operational by the first week 
of July 2009. The completion date for 
the Sino Elementary School on Tonoas, 
Chuuk is scheduled for the 2nd week of 
July.  

     Did you know there are more men 
than women in the FSM? An estimated 
1,268 more! However, the current life 
expectancy of a man in the FSM is 68, 
as compared to 71 for women. Why do 
men die sooner? What are they dying 
of? These are only some of the statistics 
and issues that were discussed at the 
second annual National Men’s Health 
Day Conference held on June 17th 2009 
at the Conference Center of the Central 
Facility Building in Palikir. Hosted by 
the Department of Health and Social 
Affairs (DHSA), the conference ad-
dressed the theme of “Men’s Roles in 
Family Health.”  
     The conference was attended by over 

60 men and women, including Honor-
able Chief Justice Andon Amaraich and 
Honorable Secretary of Health and So-
cial Affairs Dr. Vita Skilling. Opening 
remarks were made by the Honorable 
Chief Justice who called for innovative 
solutions to the obesity epidemic affect-
ing the FSM in the upcoming National 
Law Day debates, jokingly calling for 
turkeys to be raised without tails. High-
lighting the importance of family 
health, the Chief Justice also notably 
commented, “We all know wisdom 
comes with age. We need to keep our 
children alive and healthy so that they 
too can contribute to the growth of our 
nation.”  
     Dr. Skilling urged men to take con-
trol of their own health by seeking 
medical help before it’s too late. Men in 
the FSM are less likely to seek medical 
services than women, which often re-
sults in problems being more severe and 
more difficult to treat.  Dr. Skilling also 
asked men to support their family’s 
health needs, “Work with the women in 
your life to provide a healthy diet and 
promote exercise in your family. Ensure 
they have money for medication and 
access to soap and clean water. These 
are basic needs.” 
     Presentations included “FSM Health 
Status Update,” by Amato Elymore, 
National Coordinator of the Compre-

hensive Cancer Control Program 
(CCCP); “Sex & Gender,” by Aliti 
Vunisea, Human Development Advisor 
for the Secretariat of the Pacific Com-
munity (SPC) and Jane Elymore, Na-
tional Women’s Gender Officer; 
“Men’s Spiritual Health,” by Pastor 
Epel Ilon of the Pacific Missionary Fel-
lowship Church; “Men’s Roles in the 
Cancer Continuum,” by Dr. Louvenzio 
Villarena of Genesis Family Clinic; and 
“Stress Can Kill,” by Dr. Jordel Mara-
villa, from the MiCare, FSM Health 
Insurance.   
     Bermin Weilbacher, Vice-Chairman 
of the National Cancer Coalition (NCC) 
and a cancer survivor, and David Ar-
thurs, of WWNTBM Radio, a survivor 
and partner to the NCC also shared their 
personal experiences battling with their 
own health issues, offering advice on 
how to cope with disease and adopt a 
healthier lifestyle to avoid preventable 
health conditions, such as chronic heart 
conditions and cancer.  
     Some of the diseases men in the 
FSM are prone to, or likely to suffer 
more from than women, include: heart 
disease, diabetes, hypertension (high 
blood pressure), chronic lung diseases 
such as emphysema and chronic bronchi-
tis, prostate and other cancers, and 
strokes. 

Implementation Begins on FSM Telecenter Pilot Project 

Kosrae Tourism Stakeholder Conference June 23 – 24, 2009 

    The morning sessions of the 
first day of the conference be-
gan with presentations devel-
oped by the Kosrae Visitors 
Bureau, members of the KVB 
Board of Directors, and Conti-
nental Micronesia represented 
by Mr. David Kendell. These 
presentations provided confer-
ence attendees with a deeper 
insight of tourism and airline 
services, activities performed by 
KVB, the current situation of 
tourism in Kosrae, and chal-
lenges surrounding tourism in 
general.   
     A panel of government and 
private sector speakers includ-
ing Mr. David Kendell, Kosrae 
Station manager Mr. Moses 
Thompson, Mr. Bermance Aldis 
and Mr. Grant Ismael, discussed 
the range of programs available 
to promote the tourism sector, as 
well as taking questions from 

the  o the r  par t i c ipan ts . 
     Following the morning ple-
nary session, the afternoon 
breakout sessions addressed the 
following areas: a tourism 
SWOT analysis, Branding de-
velopment, and Cultural and 
Landowners issues. They shared 
stories of their successes, seri-
ous issues that were faced, and 
illustrated some of the chal-
l e n g e s . 
   The breakout groups finalized 
their findings on the second 
morning of the conference, pro-
ducing recommendations and 
projects. Following the plenary 
session where these findings 
were reported, Mrs. Kenye 
Livaie, Acting Chair for the 
KVB Board Directors, offered 
closing remarks for the confer-
ence, thanking the leaders of the 
state and the members of Kosrae 
tourism private sector who had 
taken time to attend the confer-
ence, and most importantly, 

thanked the sponsors who made 
i t  p o s s i b l e .  
   According to Grant Ismael, 
Chairman of the 2009 Tourism 
Conference task force; “The 
conference was one of the sig-
nificant highlights of Kosrae 
tourism’s industry in 2009.  The 
success was due to the work of 
the task force and the participa-
tion of the Kosrae tourism in-
dustry stakeholders.  I would 
like to extend special thanks to 
our consultant, Mr. Tilson 
Kephas, and Task force mem-
bers, Kenye Livaie, Katrina Ad-
ams, Skiller Jackson, Kiaru Til-
fas, Doug Beitz, and Arthur 
Jonas.”   
     The two day conference was 
sponsored by Continental Mi-
cronesia, Bank of FSM, Kosrae 
Chamber of Commerce, the 
Australian Embassy, the US 
Embassy, FSM Development 
Bank and JICA Alumni.  *** 

Continued from Page 1 

     The FSM Department of 
Health and Social Affairs has 
released their Pandemic H1N1 
State Report for June 2009 and it 
continues to show that the FSM 
has no confirmed cases of the 
H1N1 Influenza A virus.  The 
report shows that there have been 
106 suspected cases of the flu 
reported in the four states 
(Pohnpei 54, Chuuk 28, Yap 24, 
Kosrae 0).   
     A suspected cases is someone 
with a sudden onset of fever (38 °
C or higher, or, if no thermometer 
available, reported chills or high 
temperature); with at least one of 
the following symptoms: cough, 
sore throat, runny nose, nasal con-
gestion; in the absence of an alter-
native diagnosis.    

     The Departments of Health in 
Pohnpei, Chuuk and Yap, also 
have 27 samples of suspected 
cases that have not yet been 
tested.  Pohnpei has 13, Chuuk 4, 
and Yap has 10 samples that are 
awaiting shipment to the testing 
laboratory in Australia.  Once 
testing is done, the status of the 
results will be reported.    
     Currently, there is a flu going 
around in the FSM, but it is not 
H1N1 virus.  Anyone with symp-
toms and who also, within the 7 
days preceding the onset of the 
illness, has traveled to an area 
with widespread community 
transmissions, should notify the 
Department of Health in their 
respective state and be checked���

Pandemic H1N1 State Report for June 
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Highlights of the 2009 Men’s Health Day Conference  
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Secretary Vita Skilling, addressing the 
opening of the FSM National Men’s 
Health Conference on June 17, 2009 
at the Central Facility in Palikir, 
Pohnpei. 

Mr. Eduard Jongstra, 
the Advisor for Popula-
tion & Development, 
addressing the Partici-
pants at the launch of 
the 2010 Census Work-
shop at the COM-FSM  
Gymnasium, Palikir 


