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Dr. Catalino Cantero, the first Secretary for 
the FSM Department of Education, passed 
away on Saturday, January 16th, 2010 in 
Pohnpei.  Dr. Cantero was an instrumental 
figure in the shaping of education in the 
FSM nation for more than 15 years. 
    Dr. Cantero is a native of U municipality 
in Pohnpei and was a graduate of Xavier 
High School.  He went on to earn his BA 
degree in social psychology from Northern 
Michigan University, Marquette; a masters 
in social work from the University of Michi-
gan, Ann Arbor, and a Ph.D. in educational 
administration from Ohio University, Ath-
ens, where he was a Fullbright Scholar.  
Cantero became the first Micronesian to earn 

his doctorate degree or Ph.D., the highest 
award in the educational world, and has 
devoted his entire life to educational devel-
opment in the FSM. 
   In his long career in education, Cantero 
served as the Pohnpei State Education De-
partment scholarship and testing coordina-
tor, an assistant land grant officer for the 
College of Micronesia, and a consultant to 
the then Community College of Micronesia 
president, mainly in the area of federal pro-
grams.  In 1983 he was selected to be the 
president of the Community College of Mi-
cronesia by the Board of Regents, replacing 
Resio Moses, who resigned to campaign for 

governor of Pohnpei. 
   On April 7, 1993, President Bailey Olter 
administered the oath of office to Dr. 
Cantero as the first Secretary of the newly 
created Department of Education.  Prior to 
this he was serving as the Deputy Secretary 
of the Department of Health, Education and 
Social Services in the FSM National Gov-
ernment. 
   After his time in the FSM Department of 
Education, Dr. Catalino Cantero served on 
the COM-FSM Board of Regents. 
   Dr. Cantero held the traditional title of 
Aronsed U, and was a well respected mem-
ber of his community. 

PALIKIR, POHNPEI   – The Sixteenth 
Congress of the Federated States of Micro-

nesia convened its Third Regular Session on 
January 25, 2010, and is expected to adjourn 

on February 13 unless extended or shortened 
by resolution.  
     The session was to have convened on its 
regular date of January 10th, but was instead 
postponed to the last week in January to 
allow the congressional committees time to 
complete their public hearings in the states. 
     Monday’s opening session was witnessed 
by Vice President Alik L. Alik and members 
of the Cabinet; representatives from the 
FSM Supreme Court; the Dean of the Diplo-
matic community, Ambassador Susan Cox 
of the Australian Embassy, Ambassador 
Zhang Weidong from the Chinese Embassy 
and Charge d’Affaires at interim William 
Douglas from the US Embassy plus several 
visiting dignitaries from the other states 
along with a gathering of interested local 
citizens.     Also witnessing the morning’s 
formalities was the senior class from Nanpei 
Memorial High School in Kitti.  Approxi-
mately 65 student, half of the senior class, 
along with their eight chaperons, joined the 
morning’s opening session. Chairman of the  

The Director of the FSM National Elec-
tions Office, Mr. Kimeuo Kimiuo, has 
issued new internal processing proce-
dures for the issuing of Voter Identifi-
cation Cards (VID Cards).  In order to 
improve the system and security of 
VID Cards, the Director has requested 
the FSM National Election Commis-
sioner to implement a record keeping 
procedure that will track the name of 
people hand carrying VID applications 
into the Commissioner’s office and the 
name of the person that picks up the 
VID Card once it is printed.  A log 
book will be maintained to contain 
these names so that tracking and verifi-
cation can be done for every VID Card 
that is issued. 
    In addition to the tracking of names, 
the new procedure requires that the 
final printing of VID Cards will be 
done only at the Director’s Office and 
in batches of at least 50 cards at a time. 
    As a reminder, the next FSM General 

Election is scheduled to be held on 
March 8, 2011.  All Voters, those resid-
ing in the FSM and those residing out-
side the FSM, are required to present 
some form ID to be able to cast their 
votes.  The FSM Election Offices are 
now issuing FREE FSM Voter ID 
Cards to all eligible voters. 
    You may pick up your Voter ID Ap-
plication at the FSM Consulate Office 
or at your respective FSM Election 
Office.  Your application must be com-
pleted, signed, and submitted to your 
respective FSM Election Office for 
verification.  FSM Election Commis-
sioners will ensure that your VID Ap-
plication match your data on the Gen-
eral Voter Registry System prior to 
forwarding the application to the Direc-
tor for printing. 
    If you have any questions, please feel 
free to contact your FSM National 
Elections Commissioner’s office. 

First Secretary of the FSM Department of Education Passes Away  

China Offers 14 New Scholarships for FSM 
Students 

Third Regular Session of 16th Congress underway 

Pictured above from top left: Floor Leader Sen. Joe Suka (Chuuk), Sen. Joseph Urusemal, 
(Yap) Sen. Claude Phillip (Kosrae), Sen. Dion Neth (Pohnpei), and Sen Dohsis Halbert 

(Pohnpei) at the opening of the Third Regular Session of the 16th FSM Congress in Palikir. 

(January 8, 2010, Beijing, China) 
The Government of the Peoples Re-
public of China (PRC) is now offering 
scholarships for students from the 
Federated States of Micronesia (FSM) 
to attend universities in China for the 
school year beginning August 2010. 
The scholarship program is extended 
to the FSM to promote cooperation 
and exchange in the fields of educa-
tion and culture between China and 
the FSM. The program will support 
students who are interested in going to 
China for undergraduate and graduate 
degrees. The program fund will cover 
the cost of tuition, dormitory and a 
monthly allowance for meals and 
other basic necessities. International 
airfare for the students will be borne 
by themselves. 
    The Chinese Government will be 
accepting a maximum of 14 students 

this year under the scholarship pro-
gram. Application forms are available 
at the FSM Department of Foreign 
Affairs and the Embassy of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China in Palikir. 
Please contact the two respective of-
fices directly for the deadline for sub-
mission of applications to the Chinese 
Embassy.  
    The Embassy of the Federated 
States of Micronesia in Beijing en-
courages all FSM students to take ad-
vantage of the scholarship opportu-
nity. There are currently 39 FSM stu-
dents studying in China. Their fields 
of study range from computer science 
to medicine and engineering.  
    For further information, contact the 
FSM Embassy in Beijing at Ph: (86)
1065324708 or e-mail address: em-
bassy@fsmembassy.cn. 

FSM National Elections Office Strengthens  
Internal Procedures on Voter ID Cards 

 

Vice President Alik celebrates his 57th 
birthday on January 26th, 2010 in the 
President’s Cabinet room.  Members of 
the Cabinet and staff of the FSM Na-

tional Government, including Mrs. Alik 
(pictured above), attended the short cere-
mony.  Vice President Alik is the 7th Vice 
President of the FSM and the 3rd from 

the state of Kosrae. 

Committee on Education, Senator Joseph J. 
Urusemal, commended the school and its  
staff for consistently producing, throughout 
the years, students with the highest en-
trance scores to the local college and en-
couraged the school to share the secret of 
its success with the rest of the high schools 
in the nation. 
     Following the opening formalities, Con-
gress went into recess until Thursday - 
January 28, to again allow time for con-
gressional committees to wrap up their 
public hearings with the national entities 
and others.  
     The opening formalities also included 
the appointment of the Committee to Wait 
on the President, which included members 
of Senator Paliknoa K. Welly, Senator Pe-
ter Sitan, Senator Joseph Urusemal and the 
Chairman of the Committee, Senator Peter 
M. Christian.  The committee is mandated 
to inform the President of the convened 
session and report back to Congress any 
priorities issues that the President wishes 
Congress to address during the session.  
     Since opening day, the committees of 
Ways & Means and the Judiciary and Gov-
ernmental Operations, among others, have 
been holding hearings with the various 
departments and offices under their juris-
dictions.  

See “3rd Regular Session” on  Page 4 

Third Regular Session 
Cont’d  from Page 1 
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President Mori signed a Presidential 
Order on January 14, 2010, that has 
finally found a way to release over $2.4 
million worth of Capital Improvement 
Project (CIP) funds to the municipali-
ties of Chuuk State.  The FSM National 
Government has holding these CIP 
funds on behalf of the various munici-
palities of Chuuk State as they could 
not be released due to a failed 
“Agreement” between Chuuk State and 
the FSM National Government.  With 
this Presidential Order, these funds are 
now to be released within 30 days of the 
receipt of advice from each of the mu-
nicipalities. 
    As background, under the provisions 
of the Compact of Free Association 
between the Government of the United 
States and the Government of the FSM, 
beginning in 1986, the Chuuk State 
Government (and all of the other FSM 
States as well) received a certain 
amount of money for Capital Improve-
ment Projects.  In Chuuk, CIP is a de-
velopment fund recognized under arti-
cle VII, section 6 of the Chuuk State 
Constitution that is subject to a distribu-
tion formula whereby the municipalities 
of Chuuk State receive at least 40% 
through appropriation by the Chuuk 
State Legislature.  CIP funds provided 
under the initial Compact that have 
lapsed are awaiting redistribution to the 
Chuuk State Municipalities. 
    During the 13th FSM Congress in 
2004, Congress passed Congressional 
Act 13-137, which became Public Law 
13-51 and made which allowed for 
available Compact capital project funds 
that were allotted to the States, their 
municipalities, or the National Govern-
ment that have lapsed or are de-
appropriated pursuant to the laws of the 
respective governments, to revert to the 
current account of the respective gov-
ernment upon presentment of the rele-
vant legislation to the Secretary of Fi-
nance. 
    In 2007, under President Urusemal, 
the FSM National Government at-
tempted to release the CIP funds by 
entering into an agreement with the 

Chuuk State Government.  That 
“Agreement” was called “An Agreement 
to Establish Procedures for the Admini-
stration and Disbursement of Compact I 
funds for the Municipalities in Chuuk 
State”.  It was signed in January of 
2007 and required Chuuk State, upon 
consultation with the Chuuk State lead-
ership, including the mayors, to submit 
an apportionment plan showing how the 
remaining Compact I funds will be ap-
portioned among the municipalities that 
still have funds. 
    Eleven months after the signing of 
the “Agreement”, Chuuk State signed a 
“Memorandum of Understanding Be-
tween Chuuk State Government and the 
Several Municipal Governments Re: 
CIP Fund Balance Distribu-
tion” (MOU).  To date, this MOU has 
failed to accomplish its objective be-
cause it has not been signed by all the 
required signatories, and so the objec-
tive of the “Agreement” remains unful-
filled.  Upon review of the 
“Agreement” by the Mori Administra-
tion, it was decided that both the 

“Agreement” and the MOU will not 
produce any results and has therefore 
has issued this Presidential Order to 
rescind and cancel the “Agreement” 
between the FSMNG and Chuuk State, 
and charges the FSM Department of 
Finance and Administration to calculate 
the amount of CIP funds for each mu-
nicipality that still has funds and to re-
lease these funds directly into the bank 
accounts of the respective municipal 
governments within 30 days of receiv-
ing the specific account information. 
    In his Presidential Signing Statement, 
President Mori explains that the CIP 
funds for Chuuk have been at issue 
since the first half of this decade and 
covered several administrations.  The 
President has been pushing for the 
Chuuk State municipalities, the rightful 
owners of these funds, to get their 
money distributed to help address the 
current economic hardships.  He ends 
his statement by encouraging all of the 
municipalities in Chuuk to coordinate 
with the FSM National Government on 
this issue for it to be finally resolved. 

 
 
        

Presidential Order to release CIP Funds to Chuuk Municipalities 

The Secretariat of the Pacific Commu-
nity (SPC) North Pacific Office in 
Pohnpei has proposed to host with the 
Federated States of Micronesia, the next 
Micronesian Youth Service Network 
(NYSN) meeting during April of 2010, 
in Pohnpei, for a period lasting 3 days. 
    The MYSN was formed to promote, 
defend and foster the civil rights and 
well being of all youth in Micronesia.  
The MYSN is a network of government 
and non-government organizations, 
civil society groups, and individuals 
involved in youth work and youth is-
sues.  Its secretariat is located in Guam, 
with members comprised of youth from 
CNMI, Palau, FSM and the Marshall 

Islands.  The conference is a means for 
youth and youth service providers 
throughout Micronesia to get together 
and participate in workshops and share 
vital information related to supporting 
youth and youth programs. 
    The MYSN will not only bring to-
gether youth from the larger Microne-
sian region and the North Pacific, it will 
also enable the necessary exchange of 
information, challenges, cultures, and 
support systems to move youth issues 
forward.  At the same time, coming 
together of the youth in the region will 
help identify regional gaps in address-
ing youth issues, the potential for col-
laboration, identify opportunities to 

build on existing strengths, and more 
importantly, it will enable the young 
people of the FSM to be a part of main-
stream discussion and planning of the 
future direction of youth work in the 
region. 
    A proposed theme of the conference 
is “Culture and Micronesian Youth”.   
    Mr. Osaia Santos, who is the Youth 
Coordinator of the FSM Department of 
Health and Social Affairs, will be work-
ing with Mr. Amena Yauvoli, Director 
of the SPC North Pacific Office, to co-
ordinate this event.  For further ques-
tions or information, please contact the 
FSM Department of Health and Social 
Affairs at 691-320-2619. 

(Department of Foreign Affairs, 13 January 
2010)  A new page in the history of the 
diplomatic relations between the FSM and 
the State of Israel was turned on 11 January 
2010 when His Excellency Yosiwo P. 
George presented his credentials to Presi-
dent Shimon Peres at the Presidential Palace 
in Jerusalem as the FSM’s Ambassador to 
the State of Israel, resident in Washington 
DC.  He is the third FSM diplomatic envoy 
to Israel, following Ambassadors Jesse B. 
Marehalau and (now Vice President) Alik 
L. Alik, in that order, since the two coun-
tries formalized their relations on 23 No-
vember 1988. 
    While the State of Israel was the ninth 
country to recognize the FSM, it is signifi-
cant to note that it was the first non-Pacific 
country that extended recognition of the 
FSM’s international statehood.  It is just as 
noteworthy that Israel’s extension of friend-
ship came about at a critical stage when the 
new Nation sought to solidify its interna-
tional statehood.  This fact of history is an 
important element in the increasingly close 
friendship between the peoples of the two 
countries; further strengthening the com-
mon denominators in their unique relation-
ship – namely, their love of democracy and 
their shared Judeo-Christian traditions. 
    The unique friendship between the two 
countries figured prominently in the 
friendly conversation that Ambassador 
George and President Peres had shortly 
after the formal presentation of the new 

Ambassador’s letter of credence and the 
recall of his predecessor.  “I may not know 
how big your country is, but I know how 
big and warm your friendship to Israel is,” 
President Peres alluded to the FSM’s 
staunch support of Israel at the UN and 
other fora.   He further stated that Israel 
would do all it can do within its means to 
help the FSM with its needs.  He also com-
plimented the FSM for its unique arrange-
ment and special friendship with the US as 
well, further observing that this “triangular 
friendship” would make it possible for the 
US and Israel to consider how they can 
collaborate their efforts in contributing to 
the FSM’s developmental priorities. 
    Ambassador George reciprocated Presi-
dent Peres’ warm welcome and expressed 
his sincere appreciation for accepting his 
credentials and for warmly receiving him 
and the members of his delegation.  He 
assured the Israeli leader of his readiness to 
further advance the special relations be-
tween the two countries.  Noting that His 
Excellency President Mori will be arriving 
within two weeks for an official working 
visit, Ambassador George also expressed 
appreciation to President Peres for receiving 
the President. 
    President Mori’s program of visit is or-
ganized by Project Interchange, a non-
profit educational arm of the American 
Jewish Committee that organizes and con-
ducts tours, workshops or seminars on Is-
rael for current and emerging leaders from 

around the world.  An annual meeting be-
tween AJC representatives and FSM lead-
ers has become a traditional exercise held 
at the margin of the UNGA Session every 
year in New York.  Project Interchange has 
organized this visit this year for the presi-
dents of the four Pacific Friends of Israel, 
namely FSM, Nauru, Palau, and the Mar-
shall Islands.   Only the presidents of the 
FSM and Nauru would make the visit this 
time. 
    While awaiting the arrival of President 
Mori and his entourage, which includes 
First Lady Emma Nelson-Mori, Secretary 
of Foreign Affairs Lorin S. Robert, and 
Permanent Representative to the UN Masao 
Nakayama, Ambassador George has been 
holding a series of meetings with officials 
of the Israeli Government and representa-
tives of the private sector.  The main topic 
of discussion, as part of the preparation for 
the visit of the President, is the possibility 
of technical assistance and economic coop-
eration, as well as private joint venture, in 
the areas of healthcare, food security (i.e., 
improvement in agricultural productivity, 
crop management, aquaculture/fish farm-
ing), human capacity-building, renewable/
alternative source of energy, and telecom-
munications. 
    Ambassador Yosiwo George is accom-
panied on his visit by Madame Antilise Y. 
George and Deputy Chief of Mission James 
A. Naich. 

Ambassador George Presents Credentials to President of Israel  

SPC and FSM to host the Micronesian Youth Service Network in  
April 2010  

Mr. Keiichi Ichikawa, Director of the Oceania Division in the Asian and Oceanian 
Affairs Bureau of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs—Japan, paid a courtesy call on 
President Mori on January 14, 2010.  This is the first time Mr. Ichikawa has visited 
the FSM and the first time that a Director of this Division has ever visited the FSM.  
The meeting focused on identifying development issues for the FSM and on enhanc-
ing the FSM-Japan relationship. 


