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On January 26, 2010, at 9:00 am Hono-
lulu time, the FSM Supreme Court’s 
sitting Chief Justice, the Honorable An-
don Amairach, passed away at Straub 
Hospital.  The Chief Justice had been 
suffering from pneumonia and other 
complications.  He was 77 years old. 
    Chief Justice Amaraich is considered 
to be one of the founding fathers of the 
nation.  He was born on August 24, 
1932, on Ta, an island in the Mortlock 
islands of Chuuk State.  He graduated 
from the Pacific Islands Central School 
(PICS) and then attended the College of 
Guam.  He began his professional career 
as an elementary school teacher in Chuuk 
in 1951, where he later served in the Dis-
trict Court as the Assistant Clerk of 
Courts (1955-56), as Assistant District 
Administrator for Public Affairs, and as 
the Chief Public Defender under the 
Trust Territory Government. 

    Amaraich also served in the legislative 
branch in the Truk District Congress, the 
Council of Micronesia  for the Trust Ter-

ritory Government in 1959 (representing 
Chuuk State), the Congress of Microne-
sia Senate (1965-75). 
   In Congress, he was the Chairman on 
the Committee on Judiciary and Govern-
mental Operations. While in Congress, 
he served three times as advisor to the 
U.S. Delegation to the Trusteeship Coun-
cil. He was also chairman of the Future 
Political Status and Transition in 1976 to 
1987, chief negotiator on the Compact of 
Free Association with the United States 
Government, and was a special consult-
ant to the Micronesian Delegation to the 
United Nations Law of the Sea Confer-
ence.  He later served as a legal staff to 
the 1975 Micronesian Constitutional 
Convention and personally drafted many 
of the provisions of the FSM Constitu-
tion. 

Chief Justice Amaraich Passes Away in Honolulu 

On Friday, February 5, 2010, President 
Mori accepted the letters of credence for 
the new U.S. Ambassador to the Feder-
ated States of Micronesia, H.E. Peter Alan 
Prahar in a presentation of credentials 
ceremony in the President’s Conference 
Room in Palikir.  Ambassador Prahar was 
accompanied by his wife, Amy Kit-Ling 
Choi Prahar. 
    After the presentation of credentials, 
Ambassador Prahar gave his remarks that 
focused on the special relationship that 
exists between the United States and the 
FSM and pledged that the U.S. Embassy 
in Pohnpei will be “more than a bridge 

between our two governments; it will also 
be a bridge between our peoples and so-
cieties.”  He recognized FSM’s support of 
the U.S. armed forces through the partici-
pation of its citizens and confirmed the 
United States’ willingness to defend the 
FSM against the threats posed by transna-
tional crime, terrorism, and illegal fishing 
in its 1.3 million square mile Exclusive 
Economic Zone.  Ambassador Prahar also 
recognized the threat that climate change 
poses to the FSM, especially the low-
lying atolls, and stated that climate change 
is a priority issue of the Obama Admini-
stration to address, and that   although 

FSM has not contributed to the problem, 
it will be one of the first to suffer the ma-
jor impacts of climate change. 
    After the Ambassador’s remarks, Presi-
dent Mori took the podium and began by 
welcoming the new Ambassador and stat-
ing that today marks an important mile-
stone in our unique and special relations, 
explaining that it is unique because the 
United States is the only country in the 
world that allows FSM citizens to live, 
work, study, and even serve in the U.S. 
Armed Forces.   

See “ Chief Justice Amaraich passes 
Away”  on Page 3 

On November 11, 2009, the FSM National 
Government received notice from the Gov-
ernment of the United States in regards to 
the exploitation of the United States Postal 
Service (USPS) from the high volume of 
commodity shipments originating within the 
FSM.  According to the terms set forth in 
the Federal Programs and Services Agree-
ment (FPSA), as amended, the United States 
has requested the cooperation of the Gov-
ernment of the FSM to protect the postal 
services, which are provided for by the Gov-
ernment of the United States, from exploita-
tion.  The exact language from the FPSA 
comes from Article VI, Section 5, that says, 
“The Government of the FSM shall under-
take to protect the postal service provided by 
the Government of the United States from 
exploitation for the monetary gain of private 
or government organizations or of individu-
als or of commercial enterprises, including 
the posting of bulk mail, books, catalogues, 
goods or materials.” 
    The shipments in question are ones that 
contain betelnuts, sakau root, breadfruit and 

cigarettes that are being mailed through the 
USPS in large volumes for business pur-
poses.  The USPS opted to apply the above 
mentioned provision in prohibiting the ship-
ments of these commodities when they real-
ized that the FSM Postal Service’s (FSMPS) 
outbound mail volume was skyrocketing 
because individuals and businesses were 
exporting these items in bulk, for profit.  
According to the Post Master General, Mr. 
Midion G. Neth, although the FSMPS had 
restrictions on the commercial shipping of 
these items, the way the Postal Service and 
Related Program Agreement was set up, it 
failed to indicate that postal customers 
should declare to the Postal Clerks whether 
his/her parcel was being sent was for per-
sonal consumption or for commercial rea-
sons.  The Postal Clerks were therefore ac-
cepting all packages that were within the 
prescribed USPS weights and dimension 
regulations. 
    Based on the contents of the notification 
and meetings with USPS officials, on No-
vember 18, 2009, the FSMPS ceased allow-

ing the shipment of betelnuts, sakau roots, 
breadfruit and cigarettes thorough the U.S. 
Postal Service.  Then on December 28, 
2009, after further consultation with the 
USPS and an official notice from the Gov-
ernment of the United States, the USPS 
relaxed the restriction on the ban and is now 
allowing the FSMPS to begin sending the 
commodities in shipments of 1 pound quan-
tities per mailer per day or to a single ad-
dress per day for sakau, breadfruit and belel-
nut, or 200 cigarrettes per mailer per day or 
to a single address per day for personal us-
age only.  This new policy will allow people 
to send small amounts of these commodities 
to family/friends for personal consumption 
and will prevent the postal services from 
being exploited for monetary gain from 
businesses.  All business wishing to export 
commodities should use a freight forwarded 
to send their goods. 
    For more information on these and other 
postal requirements and policies, please 
contact your local post office. 

The FSM Scholarship Board has had its 
second meeting of the New Year, this time 
to determine those students in undergraduate 
studies to receive some scholarship funds.  
There were 143 applicants who applied for 
the $74,000 currently available.  Important 
to note, however, is that Congress is consid-
ering whether to appropriate $250,000 for 
FSM Scholarships during this current Con-
gressional session.  If approved, most of this 
money will be used for undergraduate stu-
dents.   
    The Board set the criteria for undergradu-
ate students as follows: 1) Priority Fields 
(Medicine, Law, Accounting, Education, 
Economics, Engineering, Agriculture, Fish-
eries, Tourism and Aviation); 2)Expected 
Date of Graduation (upperclassmen nearest 
to graduation given priority) and; 3) Grade 
Point Average.   
    The Scholarship Staff will compile a list 
of 37 undergraduate students based on the 
above criteria and award $2,000 for both fall 
and spring semesters of 2009-2010.  The 
Board will review the list for approval next 
week.  Assuming the $250,000 is approved 
by Congress, the Board will meet again and 
issue higher scholarship amounts and more 
scholarships to more students in the order of 
the criteria set forth above.   
    The Board also discussed whether spe-

cific scholarship amounts awarded to recipi-
ents should be released to the general public.  
The Board unanimously decided that the 
amounts will remain undisclosed as has 
been done by previous Boards for confiden-

tiality purposes for the students.   
    For further information please contact the 
FSM Scholarship Staff by email or tele-
phone as follows: wmendiola@fsmed.fm or 
jsienes@fsmed.fm or 320-2091/2451.  

President Mori greets new U.S. Ambassador to the FSM 

FSM Scholarship Board doles out funds to undergrads  

FSM Postal Service Restricts Commercial Commodity Shipments  

See “New U.S. Ambassador to the FSM”    
    on Page 2 

 

Speaker of the 16th FSM Congress, Hon. Isaac Figir, stands with other members 
of Congress and Ambassador Zhang Weidong of the People’s Republic of China, 

during a hand over ceremony where the PRC Congress donated more than 
$70,000 worth of computers and office equipment to the FSM Congress. 
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As your Secretary of Health, mandated to 
protect your health, I feel obligated to 
share a few words on the H1N1 vaccina-
tion activity our staff and the staff of the 
Departments of Health in all the four FSM 
states are currently undertaking.  The 
H1N1 vaccine was derived from the strain 
of influenza virus that hit Mexico and the 
USA during the later part of 2009.  Be-
cause of the nature and the fast spread of 
the influenza virus that was circulating, 
the world was experiencing a real pan-
demic. 
In its effort to contain this pandemic, the 

world developed a vaccine against this 
new strain of virus (H1N1).  The H1N1 
vaccine was made using the same methods 
used safely and effectively every year to 
make the seasonal influenza vaccine.  
Today, the H1N1 vaccine is available and 
we are providing this vaccine to the most 
vulnerable groups; young children, care-
takers of young children, those with 
chronic conditions, and health workers, 
free of charge, but on a voluntary basis. 
   Some of you might have read or heard 
from other sources that describe the cur-
rent pandemic or the H1N1 vaccine as 

fake.  This is simply not true.  We all need 
to be informed, but not irresponsible in 
spreading false information.  As a health 
department, we would not have under-
taken this H1N1 vaccination campaign if 
we did not believe it would protect your 
health.  This is our responsibility and we 
will continue to uphold this commitment 
to you at all cost. 
   Sincerely, 
   Dr. Vita A. Skilling 
   Secretary of the FSM Department of    
Health & Social Affairs 

The National Department of Education 
conducted a workshop on School Ac-
creditation during the week of Febru-
ary 1st to 5th, 2010, at the College of 
Micronesia-FSM national campus. The 
workshop was attended by officers 
from Chuuk, Kosrae, Pohnpei, and 
Yap Departments of Education as well 
as representatives from FSM-COM.  
    The purpose of the workshop was to 
design an accreditation system 
whereby the National Department of 
Education, in collaboration with State 
Departments of Education, will evalu-
ate schools against a set of minimum 
standards. Standards for school facili-
ties, curriculum, improvement plans, 

leadership, teacher performance and 
data management were drafted in the 
workshop. These standards will be 
further developed and refined over the 
coming weeks.  
    When the accreditation system is in 
place, the Secretary of Education will 
award a National Special Certificate of 
Accreditation to those schools that 
meet or exceed the accreditation stan-
dards. These schools will be rewarded 
with special incentives. 
    The Secretary of Education will 
award a National Certificate of Ac-
creditation to those schools that almost 
meet the accreditation standards and 
have a plan in place to address any 

deficiencies.  These schools will be 
supported with Technical Assistance. 
    Schools that do not meet accredita-
tion standards and do not have an im-
provement plan will enter a period of 
special measures during which they 
will receive intensive support and as-
sistance. 
    In his closing remarks, the Secretary 
of Education thanked the presenters 
and participants for their work on de-
veloping the accreditation system and 
looked forward to a future where all 
children in the FSM have equal access 
to quality education in conducive 
learning environments 

New U.S. Ambassador to the FSM 

The President gave his assurances that 
the FSM remains committed to the 
overarching objectives of the amended 
compact.  He told the crowd gathered 
that “We (FSM) are mindful that 
much more is expected and needed to 
be in place that can serve to create an 
environment needed to stimulate eco-
nomic activities.”  The President ex-
plained that reform is being pursued in 
a number of key sectoral areas such as 
in tax policies, foreign investment, 
and the right-sizing of governments.  
He also shared his hope that the im-
plementation of the infrastructure sec-
tor grants in all the states will provide 
the boost much needed in the private 
sector. 
    President Mori told Ambassador 
Prahar that he is sure that during the 
Ambassador’s tenure here in the FSM, 
that he will learn that the FSM-US 
relationship is much more than the 
generous funding assistance that FSM 
receives from the US government.  He 
explained that “the movement of our 
peoples and the friendship that our 
citizens share in the fight against ter-
rorism has contributed to a better ap-
preciation of the values and principles 
of our relationship.  It is in our interest 

that we continue to work together as 
partners.  Only then can the U.S. assis-
tance and investments be well placed.” 
    Attending the credentialing cere-
mony were members of the President’s 
Cabinet, members of the Pohnpei State 
Government, including Acting Gover-
nor Churchill Edwards, members of 
the diplomatic community, and the 
heads of the US Federal programs that 
are located in Pohnpei such as the 
Peace Corps, Farmers Home and US-
RDA. 

    According the U.S. Embassy in Ko-
lonia, prior to joining the U.S. Depart-
ment of State, Ambassador Prahar 
served as a linguist in the United 
States Air Force from 1971-1975 with 
assignments in South Korea and Tai-
wan. He graduated from the University 
of Michigan with a degree in Political 
Science. A native of Oregon, he and 
his wife, Amy Kit-Ling Choi Prahar, 
married in 1977 when both were 
graduate students at International 
Christian University in Tokyo. 

FSM Chief Justice Amaraich Passes Away  

In 1979, at the establishment of the FSM 
Constitutional Government, Amaraich was 
selected to be the first Secretary of the FSM 
Department of External Affairs under Presi-
dent Tosiwo Nakayama.  He served for both 
terms under President Nakayama from 1979
-1988, and then served in the same capacity 
under President John Haglelgam until 1990.  
During these years he played an instrumen-
tal role in developing relationships with 
other nations in the Pacific and the world, 
established embassies in Tokyo, Guam, 
Honolulu, Fiji, and Washington D.C., and 
he single-handedly organized the Depart-
ment of External Affairs..   
     In 1990, President Haglelgam nominated 
Secretary Amaraich as Associate Justice for 
the FSM Supreme Court based on his 
“significant legal training and court experi-
ence”, combined with his lead role in nego-
tiation of the Compact, a very complex 
legal document, to satisfy the statutory re-
quirement regarding qualification of a Su-
preme Court Judge.  He served as Associate 
Justice of the Supreme Court of the FSM 
from June 1992-1994. 
    In 1993, President Bailey Olter nomi-
nated Amaraich as Chief Justice of the FSM 
Supreme Court.  He was, at the time, serv-
ing as the Acting Chief Justice following 
the resignation of Chief Justice Edward C. 
King.  President Olter wrote in his nomina-
tion transmittal letter to Congress that, 
“(Amaraich’s) career of public service is 
without equal.  His qualifications for the 
office of the Chief Justice of the Federated 
States of Micronesia are truly beyond ques-
tion.” He further said that, “I have every 
reason to believe that Andon Amaraich will 
not be simply a competent Chief Justice.  I 

hold great hope that he will be a great Chief 
Justice.”  During the Second Special Ses-
sion of the 8th FSM Congress (1994) 
Amaraich was confirmed as Chief Justice of 
the FSM Supreme Court and for the first 
time in the history of the nation, all 
branches of the FSM National Government 
were entrusted to a citizen of the FSM. 
    In addition to the many government posi-
tions he held during his years before be-
coming Chief Justice, Amaraich was also 
very active in serving on Boards and in 
Corporations.  He was the chairman of the 
Micronesian Maritime Authority in 1990, 
Vice Chairman and later Chairman of the 
National Fisheries Corporation, President of 
the Board of Trustees for Ponape Agricul-

ture and Trade School (PATS), and a mem-
ber of the Board for Micronesian Legal 
Services Corporation. 
    Beginning during the Trust Territory 
Administration, Amaraich began participat-
ing in numerous legal trainings and semi-
nars.  Since 1993, when he was an Associ-
ate Justice, he has attended more than 30 
Judicial Conferences in the Pacific and 
Asia, including a Judicial Leadership and 
Court Management for Chief Justices for 
the Pacific Islands and trainings for Non-
lawyer Judges. 
    The Chief Justice married former 
Pwerech Smail of Nama, Mortlocks, Chuuk 
and they have 11 children. 

Continued from page 1 

National Department of Education conducts School Accreditation Workshop  

A Message from the Secretary of FSM Health and Social Affairs on H1N1 Vaccine 

President Mori welcomes the new U.S. Ambassador to the FSM, H.E. Peter 
Alan Prahar, and his wife, Amy Kit-Ling Choi Prahar, at the Presentation of 

Credentials ceremony in Palikir on February 4, 2010. 

Continued from page 1 

 

The Honorable Bethwel Henry, 1st Speaker of the Congress of Micronesia and 
1st Speaker of the FSM Congress, gives the eulogy at the State Funeral Service 
for the late Chief Justice, T.H. Andon L. Amaraich, at the Sokehs Pah Protes-

tant Church on Sunday, February 7, 2010. 


