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 when he was seated as a represen-
tative of Yap District to the House 
of Representatives of the new Con-
gress of Micronesia and maintained 
his post until 1968. In 1973, he was 
again seated to the Congress of 
Micronesia, this time as the Floor 
Leader of the House of Representa-
tive of the Sixth Congress.  He 
maintained the role until the Con-
gress of Micronesia transitioned to 
the Interim Congress of the Feder-
ated States of Micronesia in No-
vember 1978.    
    Then during the elections for the 
national congress of the newly 
formed Federated States of Micro-
nesia, Tman was elected to be the 
new State of Yap’s Congressional 

District 1 representative to the First 
FSM Congress. On May 10, 1979, 
Luke M. Tman was elected Floor 
Leader of the newly established 
national Congress.  He served the 
nation in that capacity during the 
First and Second FSM Congress, 
from 1979 to 1983.       
     In addition to his first employ-
ments and appointment by the TTPI 
High Commissioner, Tman’s ex-
perience in Yap remained around 
the political arena. From 1983 thru 
1987, he served as a Special Con-
sultant to the Department of Public 
Affairs.  Thereafter, the remainder 
of his employment at the state level 
was concentrated in the field of 
law, at the Yap State Supreme 
Court from 1987 through the 

2004.  His services to the Yap 
Court of Law range from that of a 
Law Clerk to a Special Associate 
Justice.    
    Tman was a staunch believer in 
the judicial system and the rule of 
law and, ironically, he was called 
to his eternal rest on 12th of July 
2009, FSM Law Day. Tman is 
survived by his children and his 
grandchildren.     
       *** 

July 8, 2009 (FSM Embassy, Beijing) 
At the invitation of the Chinese Vice 
President, Ji Xinping, Vice President 
Alik Alik arrived into China’s capital, 
Beijing, to start off his official visit 
which was scheduled for 08 to 13 July 
2009.   
     On the day of arrival, Vice President 
Alik paid a courtesy call on China’s top 
political advisor, Mr. Jia Qinglin, Chair-
man of the National Committee of the 
Chinese People's Political Consultative 
Conference (CPPCC), China's top po-
litical advisory body.  
During the courtesy meeting, both sides 
acknowledged the model relationship 
that exists between FSM and China and 
both highlighted and expressed their 
appreciation for the fruitful cooperation 
throughout the 20 years of their diplo-
matic relation-
ship.  
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PALIKIR, POHNPEI. July 30, 2009– 
The national and state flags are at half-
mast this week for four days to honor 
the passing of the Honorable Luke Ma-
saharu Tman, the First Floor Leader of 
the Congress of the Federated States of 
Micronesia.   
    The former Congressman was called 
to his eternal rest on Sunday, July 12 
2009 in the State of Yap.  He was 71.  
     A State Funeral has been scheduled 
for the morning of July 29th at the Yap 
State Legislature where the former Con-
gressman will lie in state at the Legisla-
tive Chamber for the services and for 

public viewing.  After the State Funeral 
services at the Yap State Legislature 
Chamber, the remains of the late Con-
gressman will be transported by motor-
cade to his residence in Faraa village in 
Kanifay.  At his residence the Yap State 
Leadership will accord the departed 
leader the traditional tributes.  
     According to the funeral program, 
the body of the late Tman will lie in 
residence at Faraa village until the bur-
ial services scheduled for the afternoon 
of July 31, 2009, at the family ceme-
tery.    
     A Special Envoy of the FSM gov-

ernment headed by the First Speaker of 
the FSM Congress, the Honorable Beth-
wel Henry, will be at the State Funeral 
services to lay-to-rest yet another 
Founding Father of the nation.    
     Called one of the Founding Fathers, 
Tman was among those men who liter-
ally cleared the way for a new nation.  
They were men who understood that the 
winds of change were upon the islands 
and that independence and sovereignty is 
the path to weather the change.     
     The late Tman is often referred to by 
his colleagues as 
an analytical 
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     The FSM National Treasury 
recently released the final pay-
ment of prior years reimburse-
ment of Federal grants to Kosrae 
State Government amounting to 
$150,463.71. Early this year, 
Chuuk and Pohnpei State Govern-
ments received their reimburse-
ments amounting to $749,795.83 
and $347,182.16 respectively.  
Reimbursements to Yap State 
Government amounting to 
$703,226.05 will be released as 
soon as Director Maria Laaw of 
Yap State Department of Admin-
istrative Services   and Secretary 
Finley Perman sign the letter of 
agreement for final settlement of 
the reimbursement issue.  The 
amount to be paid to all the State 
Governments for CFSM and Fed-
eral grants reimbursements this 
year totaled to $1,950,667.75.   
     The FSM Department of Fi-
nance and Administration, 
through Secretary Perman, initi-
ated the reconciliation of prior 
years reimbursement of CFSM 
and Federal grants to the FSM 

States.  Several meetings and 
communications were made to the 
FSM States during the initial 
process of the reconciliation.  
Secretary Perman and his staff 
visited and met personally with 
the States Directors of Finance 
and their staff to address the is-
sue. The reconciliation started 
early last year and completed on 
March 31, 2009.  Efforts have 
been made both by National and 
State Government staff to resolve 
the intergovernmental account 
which has been an issue for al-
most a decade.  The outcome of 
the reconciliation of records re-
sulted in the National Govern-
ment owing the State Govern-
ments.   
     With the reconciliation of re-
cords and payments of reimburse-
ment to the State Governments, 
the FSM National Government has 
finally removed its qualifications 
and cleared the audit findings in the 
CFSM and Federal Grants reim-
bursement in the latest FY08 Single 
Audit ending September 30, 2008.            
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PHOTO 

Vice President Alik Alik meets with China’s top political advisor Mr. Jia 
Qinglin, Chairman of CPPCC. 
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Department of Education Scholar-
ship programs. Youth Empower-
ment also included youth repre-
sentatives making decision on the 
policy review by themselves. 
   A significant portion of the 
youth summit was dedicated to 
reviewing the National Youth 
Policy 2004-2010. This review 
was facilitated by the Human De-
velopment section of the Secre-
tariat of the Pacific Community, 
headquartered in Pohnpei, with 
the staff from the Division of So-
cial Affairs of the FSM Depart-
ment of Health & Social Affairs. 
The actual review of the policy 
was done by youth participants in 
working groups, which was the 
first time in the history of the pol-
icy review that this was do. 
   The youth member representa-
tives who attended the FSM 
Youth Council Inc., agreed to 
continue to hold annual youth 
summits in accordance to the Na-
tional Youth Policy and to main-
tain the same name. However, it 
was agreed that the executive 
members of the Council will meet 
for a few days prior to the Re-
gional Conference of the Mi-
cronesian Youth Service network, 
and Pohnpei will prepare to host 
in this summit in 2010.   ***  

FSM Youth Summit 
Outcomes 
Continued from Page 2 
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      The Vice President expressed 
his appreciation to the Chinese 
Government for the invitation and 
looked forward to working closely 
with the Chinese government on 
issues of mutual concern on the 
bilateral, regional, and international 
levels. He made specific reference 
to technical grants provided to as-
sist in the FSM’s infrastructure 
development and thanked the 
Chairman for their consistent sup-
port. He also made mention of the 
FSM’s efforts in the Climate 
Change negotiations and requested 

for China’s assistance.  
     The Vice President also ex-
tended his appreciation for the ex-
cellent work done by Ambassador 
Liu Fei in the FSM and looked for-
ward to working with Ambassador-
designate Zhang Weidong when he 
assumes his post in Pohnpei.  
     During the meeting, Chairman 
Jia stated that China stands ready to 
build upon the 20th anniversary to 
promote and advance FSM-China 
relations to new heights. The Chair-
man also indicated that China will 
continue to support and provide 
assistance to the FSM and will con-

tinue to work with the FSM to in-
tensify high level exchanges and 
cooperation.  
     Chairman Jia expressed appre-
ciation to the FSM for its continued 
adherence and commitment to the 
One China policy. 
     Present during the meeting were 
Charge d’ Affaires a.i. Carl D. 
Apis, Kosrae State Floor Leader 
Semeon Phillip, State Senator 
Robert Taulung, State Senator Gib-
son Siba, Mayor Maheta Kilaf-
wasru, Mayor Alik Livaie, and First 
Secretary Vincent Sivas.  
         *** 

 thinker; he was as sharp as he was witty.  
Tman’s primary education was at St. 
Mary’s in Yap with secondary education 
at the Pacific Islands Central School 
(PICS) in the then Truk District, while his 
tertiary education was undertaken at the 
College of Guam.  
     Tman’s employment history is a testa-
ment to a true contemporary leader whose 
ideals and thoughts preceded his time. His 
first job after graduation was at the Yap 
Weather Station and then at the Yap Trad-
ing Company which were at the time the 
two main local employers.  All the while 
he was attuned to the political pulse of the 
Micronesian region which resulted in his 
hiring by the TTPI’s Micronesian Re-
porter as the paper’s first Micronesian 
reporter in 1961.  He started out as an 
editorial clerk, but his writing skills and 
analytical perspectives quickly moved 
him up to editorial assistant and finally to 
the position of Assistant Information Offi-
cer for the Trust Territory of the Pacific 
Islands Administration at the Headquar-
ters in Saipan.    

     His work on Saipan was however not 
limited to journalism only, when Tman 
was on hiatus from  
the Micronesian parliament, he served as 
a special assistant to the High Commis-
sioner for Public  
Relations and at another time held post of 
director for the government’s political 

education programs. His final position in 
the Trust Territory Headquarters was his 
appointment as Chief of the  
Division of Civic Affairs in 1970. He 
maintained the post for the next two 
years.  In June of 1972, Tman got his final 
appointment by the High Commissioner,  
this time to serve his home District of Yap 
as its Deputy District Administrator.  His 
appointment to the Yap District was how-
ever short-lived because in November of 
the same year he was re-elected to the 
Sixth Congress of Micronesia and seated 
in 1973.  
     The late Tman was a firm believer in 
creating a synthesis between traditional 
systems and modern realities, between the 
old and new and therefore championed 
the concept of “greater Micronesian par-
ticipation” in Micronesian affairs. He was 
a member of the Commission on the Fu-
ture Political Status and Transition and he 
was also a Delegate in the historic cross-
road of 1975, the Micronesian Constitu-
tional Convention.  Tman’s political his-
tory began on July 
12, 1965    

     FSM Youth Leaders gathered in 
Chuuk from June 23-26, 2009 and 
held the 16th Youth Leadership Con-
ference, which hosted the 5th Meeting 
of the FSM Youth Council Incorpo-
rated, carried a national theme of 
“The Healthy Environment and 
Healthy Future: Challenges, Opportu-
nity and Sustainability”. This group 
was comprised of the executive mem-
bers of the four FSM states’ youth 
organizations.    
     During the youth summit, the 
leaders celebrated several accom-
plishments.  First, they held the ‘First 
environmental day event’, where trees 
were planted and the road was 
cleaned between the airport and the 
post office in Weno, Chuuk. Second, 
educational awareness presentations 
and workshops were facilitated by the 
states’ youth representatives and staff 
of the Office of Environment and 
Emergency Management. Finally, 
“Youth Empowerment” was realized 
for the first time when FSM Youth 
Council youth representatives con-
vened during the youth summit. The 
youth member representatives held 
that by national policy definition only 
those who are eligible can attend the 
5th Meeting of the FSM Youth Coun-
cil Inc. The first meeting was held 
and went into caucus where they 
elected the executive representatives 
from each state of the FSM.  
     It was convened again during the 
youth summit and the executive rep-
resentatives went into a caucus meet-

ing and decided on the following 
officials: President– Mr. Timothy 
Ruda of Yap State ; Vice President – 
Mr. Michael Kanas of Chuuk State ; 
Secretary – Ms. Kimiko Eliam of 
Pohnpei State ; Treasurer – Ms. Joy 
George of Kosrae State . 
     The FSM Youth Day Event was 
held at the Saramen Chuuk High 
School Gymnasium, where over 280 
youth participated in the celebration. 
The National Anthem was sung by 
the youth and there were some en-
couraging speeches. All of the five 
youth groups gave inspiration through 
singing and performances.  

     Youth Empowerment, which in-
cluded youth resource representa-
tives, gave some insightful presenta-
tions on issues affecting their popula-
tion. Presentations broached topics 
such as the Public Health Adolescent 
Health Development Program for 
preventive measures of early preg-
nancies and HIV/AIDS. There were 
presentations on workforce, man-
power development and skill devel-
opment for young people, including 
apprenticeship programs for the mili-
tary build-up in Guam, and presenta-
tions on the 
FSM  

FSM Youth Summit Outcomes 

Vice President Alik Pays Official Visit to China  
Continued from Page 1 

The Office of Statistics, Budget and Eco-
nomic Management, Overseas Develop-
ment Assistance and Compact Manage-
ment (SBOC) has recently announced the 
release of two new statistical publications 
available to the public.  These publica-
tions are the FSM Consumer Price Index, 
containing information for 2nd Quarter 
2006 to 2nd Quarter 2009, and the Analy-
sis of the 2005 Household Income and 
Expenditure Survey: A report on the esti-
mation of basic needs poverty lines, and 
the incidence and characteristics of pov-
erty in the Federated States of Microne-
sia.  
    The FSM Consumer Price Index (CPI) 
measures quarterly changes in prices of a 
‘basket’ of goods and services, which are 
representative of purchases by private 
households in the FSM.  Therefore, this 
publication presents a vital indicator on 
the quarterly performance of FSM’s econ-
omy, especially the inflation rate on se-
lected goods and services.  
    Some of the highlights of the current 
CPI are as follows:   
1.) Nationally, the inflation rate for the 

current quarter was 9.6%, an increase of 
4.3 percentage points compared to the 
same quarter in the previous year.  The 
increase in the inflation rate is largely due 
to increases in the cost of Food (21.1%), 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Sakau, and Betelnut 
(9.0%), Clothing & Footwear (3.3%), 
Housing (4.8%), Fuel, Light and Water 
(5.1%), and Miscellaneous items (5.5%).  
These increases were offset by a decrease 
in Services (-7.0%). 
2.) By state, the annual inflation rate for 
the 2nd quarter of 2009 was 5.8% in Kos-
rae, 11.2% in Pohnpei, 8.8% in Chuuk, 
and 8.9% in Yap. 
3.) The annual inflation rate for domestic 
items is 9.2% compared to imported prod-
ucts at 9.7%.  By state, the annual infla-
tion rate for domestic items was 24.5% in 
Kosrae, 5.7% in Pohnpei, 2.6% in Chuuk, 
and 2.3% in Yap.  In addition, the annual 
inflation rate for imported items was 1.3% 
in Kosrae, 13.8% in Pohnpei, 9.9% in 
Chuuk, and 4.9% in Yap.  
    In terms of the Analysis of the 2005 
Household Incomes and Expenditure Sur-
vey, this report includes discussions on 

poverty in the FSM within the Pacific 
context.  Its primary focus is to asses and 
define poverty within the context of the 
basic costs of a minimum standard of 
living in the FSM and in particular, within 
each of the FSM states.  The Basic Needs 
Poverty Line (BNPL) is a relative meas-
ure of hardship.  The report states that 
poverty in the FSM does not mean hun-
ger or destitution in the traditional 
sense, but rather the struggle to meet 
daily or weekly expenses, especially 
those requiring cash payments.  
     The report summarizes that:  
A) Households falling below the BNPL 
had increased between 1998 and 2005.  
B.) In 2005, about 22.4% of households 
fell below the BNPL.  
C.) About 29.9% of the population was 
below the BNPL.  
D.) About 4.8% of population was vul-
nerable to falling below the BNPL.   
    For more information on these publi-
cations please contact the Office of 
SBOC at (691) 320-2823.         
           *** 

The Office of SBOC Releases More Statistical Publications on FSM 

Former Floor Leader Luke M. 
Tman of Yap State  

This photo has been taken from the  
Congressional Directory for the 6th  
Congress of Micronesia: 1975-1976 
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Youth leaders for all four FSM States gathered at the Saramen 
Chuuk Academy Gymnasium for the 16th Youth Leadership  

Conference from June 23-26, 2009. 
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